
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



overview

key passages

locations

characters

“You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Damascus (city in present-day Syria)
Antioch (city in present-day Turkey)
Philippi (city in present-day Greece)
Athens, Corinth (cities in present-

day Greece)
Ephesus (city in present-day Turkey)
Rome (capital of the Roman  Empire, 

present-day Italy)

Jesus (Acts 1; 9)
Peter—one of the disciples (Acts 

1–12; 15)
Stephen—a disciple who preached 

about Jesus (Acts 6–8)
Saul (also known as Paul)—a 

missionary and coworker with 
Barnabas and Timothy (Acts 7–28)

Gentiles—non-Jewish people (Acts 
4–28)

Lydia—a woman who helped Paul 
(Acts 16)

Acts tells the exciting story of how the 
fi rst churches formed and grew. After 
Jesus died and came back to life, he 
rose through the clouds into heaven. 
Disciples who followed Jesus traveled 
many places to spread the good news 
about him.

After Jesus rose from the dead, 
he told his closest followers to 
wait for the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Then they would tell the world 
about him, he said. They would start in 
their own city of Jerusalem and then 
travel to the whole world to share the 
good news (Acts 1:8).

Jesus’s words soon came true. The 
Holy Spirit miraculously helped the disci-
ples to speak in other languages that they 
hadn’t learned. They boldly preached 
about Jesus. Thousands soon believed 
in Jesus, and many churches were born 
(Acts 2:1-42). 

Acts tells the story of how these 
early Christians grew together in faith 
and spread the good news about Jesus. 
Leaders like Peter and John told about 
Jesus even when doing so landed them 
in prison (Acts 4:1-22). The apostles did 
miracles to prove God’s power (Acts 
5:12-16). Stephen was killed while tell-
ing the good news (Acts 6:8–8:2). A 
man named Saul hunted down Chris-
tians until he had a vision of Jesus. His 
name became Paul and he traveled to 
many places around the Mediterranean 
Sea telling people about Jesus (Acts 
8:1–28:31). Acts shows us how to follow 
Jesus together. 

Acts
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acts 1:1        1270    

aPs 69:25   bPs 109:8

       The risen Jesus with his disciples   

1  Theophilus, the fi rst scroll I wrote 
concerned everything Jesus did and 

taught from the beginning,    2    right up 
to the day when he was taken up into 
heaven. Before he was taken up, work-
ing in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus 
instructed the apostles he had chosen. 
   3    Aft er his suff ering, he showed them 
that he was alive with many convinc-
ing proofs. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days, speaking to them 
about God’s kingdom.    4    While they were 
eating together, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the 
Father had promised. He said, “This is 
what you heard from me:    5    John baptized 

with water, but in only a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.”
     6   As a result, those 

who had gathered 
together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” 

     7    Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know 
the times or seasons that the Father has 
set by his own authority.    8    Rather, you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

     9    Aft er Jesus said these things, as they 
were watching, he was lift ed up and a 
cloud took him out of their sight.    1 0    While 
he was going away and as they were star-
ing toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood next to them.    1 1    They 
said, “Galileans, why are you standing 
here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way that you saw 
him go into heaven.” 

    Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem   
    1 2    Then they returned to Jerusalem 

from the Mount of Olives, which is near 
Jerusalem—a sabbath day’s journey away. 
   1 3    When they entered the city, they went 
to the upstairs room where they were 

staying. Peter, John, James, and Andrew; 
Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 
Matt hew; James, Alphaeus’ son; Simon 
the zealot; and Judas, James’ son—   1 4    all 
were united in their devotion to prayer, 
along with some women, including Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

    A replacement for Judas   
 15   During this time, the family of be-

lievers was a company of about one hun-
dred twenty persons. Peter stood among 
them and said,    16   “Brothers and sisters, the 
scripture that the Holy Spirit announced 
beforehand through David had to be ful-
fi lled. This was the scripture concern-
ing Judas, who became a guide for those 
who arrested Jesus.    17   This happened even 
though he was one of us and received 
a share of this ministry.” (   18   In fact, he 
bought a fi eld with the payment he re-
ceived for his injustice. Falling headfi rst, 
he burst open in the middle and all his in-
testines spilled out.    19   This became known 
to everyone living in Jerusalem, so they 
called that fi eld in their own language 
Hakeldama, or “Field of Blood.”)    20   “It is 
writt en in the Psalms scroll, 
      Let his home become deserted 

and let there be no one living in it;    a   
   and 

      Give his position of leadership 
to another.    b   

      2 1    “Therefore, we must select one of 
those who have accompanied us dur-
ing the whole time the Lord Jesus lived 

Start with Prayer   Acts 1:13-14

The remaining eleven disciples were 
without their leader. The last time this 
happened was when Jesus was crucifi ed. 
When that happened the disciples scat-
tered in diff erent directions. This time 
they stayed together and prayed about 
what to do. When we don’t know what to 
do, prayer is a good fi rst step.   

BIG PICTURE

NAV POINT
aCTS 1:6-11
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    1271        acts 2:23

cJoel 2:28-32

among us,    2 2    beginning from the baptism 
of John until the day when Jesus was 
taken from us. This person must become 
along with us a witness to his resurrec-
tion.”    2 3    So they nominated two: Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matt hias. 

     2 4    They prayed, “Lord, you know ev-
eryone’s deepest thoughts and desires. 
Show us clearly which one you have cho-
sen from among these two    2 5    to take the 
place of this ministry and apostleship, 
from which Judas turned away to go to 
his own place.”    2 6    When they cast lots, the 
lot fell on Matt hias. He was added to the 
eleven apostles. 

    Pentecost   

   2  When Pentecost Day arrived, they 
were all together in one place.    2    Sud-

denly a sound from heaven like the 
howling of a fi erce wind fi lled the entire 
house where they were sitt ing.    3    They saw 
what seemed to be individual fl ames of 
fi re alighting on each one of them.    4    They 
were all fi lled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages as the 
Spirit enabled them to speak. 

     5    There were pious Jews from every na-
tion under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
   6    When they heard this sound, a crowd 
gathered. They were mystifi ed because 
everyone heard them speaking in their 
native languages.    7    They were surprised 
and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the 
people who are speaking Galileans, every 
one of them?    8    How then can each of us 
hear them speaking in our native lan-
guage?    9    Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; 
as well as residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
   1 0    Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and 
visitors from Rome (both Jews and con-
verts to Judaism),    1 1    Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the mighty 
works of God in our own languages!” 
   1 2    They were all surprised and bewildered. 
Some asked each other, “What does this 

mean?”    1 3    Others jeered at them, saying, 
“They’re full of new wine!” 

     1 4    Peter stood with the other eleven 
apostles. He raised his voice and de-
clared, “Judeans and everyone living in 
Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to 
my words!    1 5    These people aren’t drunk, 
as you suspect; aft er all, it’s only nine 
o’clock in the morning!    1 6    Rather, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 
       1 7      In the last days, God says,  
     I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
     Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy.  

     Your young will see visions.  
     Your elders will dream dreams.  
      1 8      Even upon my servants, 

men and women,  
     I will pour out my Spirit 

in those days,  
     and they will prophesy.  
      1 9      I will cause wonders to occur in the 

heavens above  
     and signs on the earth below,  
     blood and fi re and a cloud of smoke.  
      2 0      The sun will be changed into 

darkness,  
     and the moon will be changed 

into blood,  
     before the great and spectacular 

day of the Lord comes.  
      2 1      And everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved.    c   
      2 2    “Fellow Israelites, listen to these 

words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man 
whose credentials God proved to you 
through miracles, wonders, and signs, 
which God performed through him 
among you. You yourselves know this. 
   2 3    In accordance with God’s established 

The Festival of Weeks is a Jewish 
celebration that takes place fi fty 
days after Passover. The Holy Spirit 
came to the fi rst Christians during 
that festival, and it became known 
to them as Pentecost Day. Pentecost means 
“the fi ftieth day.” Christians today celebrate 
Pentecost seven weeks after Easter.
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acts 2:24        1272    

dPs 16:8-11   ePs 16:10   fPs 110:1

plan and foreknowledge, he was be-
trayed. You, with the help of wicked men, 
had Jesus killed by nailing him to a cross.  
 2 4    God raised him up! God freed him from 
death’s dreadful grip, since it was impos-
sible for death to hang on to him.    2 5    David 
says about him, 

I foresaw that the Lord 
was always with me;  
because he is at my right hand 

I won’t be shaken.  
 2 6  Therefore, my heart was glad  

and my tongue rejoiced.  
Moreover, my body will live in hope,  
 2 7  because you won’t abandon me 

to the grave,  
nor permit your holy one 

to experience decay.  
 2 8  You have shown me the paths of life;  

your presence will fi ll me 
with happiness.    d   

 2 9    “Brothers and sisters, I can speak 
confi dently about the patriarch David. 
He died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this very day.    3 0    Because he 
was a prophet, he knew that God prom-
ised him with a solemn pledge to seat one 
of his descendants on his throne.    3 1    Hav-
ing seen this beforehand, David spoke 
about the resurrection of Christ, that  he 
wasn’t abandoned to the grave, nor did 
his body experience decay .   e       3 2    This Jesus 
God raised up. We are all witnesses to 
that fact.    3 3    He was exalted to God’s right 
side and received from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit. He poured out this 
Spirit, and you are seeing and hearing 
the results of his having done so.    3 4    David 
didn’t ascend into heaven. Yet he says, 
      The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right side,  
      3 5      until I make your enemies 

a footstool for your feet.’ f

      3 6    “Therefore, let all Israel know be-
yond question that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucifi ed, both Lord and 
Christ.”

     3 7    When the crowd heard this, they 
were deeply troubled. They said to Peter 

and the other apostles, “Brothers, what 
should we do?” 

 3 8    Peter replied, “Change your hearts 
and lives. Each of you must be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins. Then you will receive 
the gift  of the Holy Spirit.    3 9    This promise 
is for you, your children, and for all who 
are far away—as many as the Lord our 
God invites.”    4 0    With many other words he 
testifi ed to them and encouraged them, 
saying, “Be saved from this perverse gen-
eration.”    4 1    Those who accepted Peter’s 
message were baptized. God brought 
about three thousand people into the 
community on that day. 

    Community of believers   
 4 2    The believers devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching, to the commu-
nity, to their shared meals, and to their 
prayers.    4 3    A sense of awe came over ev-
eryone. God performed many wonders 
and signs through the apostles.    4 4    All 
the believers were united and shared 
everything.    4 5    They would sell pieces of 
property and possessions and distribute 
the proceeds to everyone who needed 
them.    4 6    Every day, they met together in 
the temple and ate in their homes. They 

Why did Peter need to 
encourage the people?   Acts 2:38-41

When Peter told the people to change 
their hearts and lives, he knew this was 
asking a lot. When a pastor preaches a 
sermon each week to all the people at 
church, the pastor is doing what Peter 
did. Peter reminded the people what 
Jesus did and what they must do in re-
sponse. Baptism represents a change in 
life, and that change should be seen in 
a person’s thoughts, words, and actions. 
This change may have sounded very dif-
fi cult to people. Peter reminded them 
that they would receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit when they asked God’s for-
giveness for their sins.    

BIG PICTURE
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    1273        acts 3:26

gDeut 18:15, 19   hGen 22:18; 26:4

shared food with gladness and simplic-
ity.    4 7    They praised God and demon-
strated God’s goodness to everyone. The 
Lord added daily to the community those 
who were being saved. 

    Healing of a crippled man   

   3  Peter and John were going up to the 
temple at three o’clock in the af-

ternoon, the established prayer time. 
   2   Meanwhile, a man crippled since birth 
was being carried in. Every day, people 
would place him at the temple gate 
known as the Beautiful Gate so he could 
ask for money from those entering the 
temple.    3   When he saw Peter and John 
about to enter, he began to ask them for a 
gift .    4   Peter and John stared at him. Peter 
said, “Look at us!”    5   So the man gazed at 
them, expecting to receive something 
from them.    6   Peter said, “I don’t have any 
money, but I will give you what I do have. 
In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, 
rise up and walk!”    7   Then he grasped the 
man’s right hand and raised him up. At 
once his feet and ankles became strong. 
   8   Jumping up, he began to walk around. 
He entered the temple with them, walk-
ing, leaping, and praising God.    9   All the 
people saw him walking and praising 
God.    10   They recognized him as the same 
one who used to sit at the temple’s Beau-
tiful Gate asking for money. They were 
fi lled with amazement and surprise at 
what had happened to him. 

     1 1    While the healed man clung to Peter 
and John, all the people rushed toward 

them at Solomon’s Porch, completely 
amazed.    1 2    Seeing this, Peter addressed 
the people: “You Israelites, why are you 
amazed at this? Why are you staring at 
us as if we made him walk by our own 
power or piety?    1 3    The God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob—the God of our ances-
tors—has glorifi ed his servant Jesus. 
This is the one you handed over and de-
nied in Pilate’s presence, even though he 
had already decided to release him.    1 4    You 
rejected the holy and righteous one, and 
asked that a murderer be released to 
you instead.    1 5    You killed the author of 
life, the very one whom God raised from 
the dead. We are witnesses of this.    1 6    His 
name itself has made this man strong. 
That is, because of faith in Jesus’ name, 
God has strengthened this man whom 
you see and know. The faith that comes 
through Jesus gave him complete health 
right before your eyes. 

     1 7    “Brothers and sisters, I know you 
acted in ignorance. So did your rulers. 
   1 8    But this is how God fulfi lled what he 
foretold through all the prophets: that 
his Christ would suff er.    1 9    Change your 
hearts and lives! Turn back to God so that 
your sins may be wiped away.    2 0    Then the 
Lord will provide a season of relief from 
the distress of this age and he will send 
Jesus, whom he handpicked to be your 
Christ.    2 1    Jesus must remain in heaven 
until the restoration of all things, about 
which God spoke long ago through his 
holy prophets.    2 2    Moses said,  The Lord 
your God will raise up from your own 
people a prophet like me. Listen to what-
ever he tells you.     2 3     Whoever doesn’t lis-
ten to that prophet will be totally cut 
off  from the people.    g       2 4    All the prophets 
who spoke—from Samuel forward—an-
nounced these days.    2 5    You are the heirs 
of the prophets and the covenant that 
God made with your ancestors when he 
told Abraham,  Through your descen-
dants, all the families on earth will be 
blessed.    h       2 6    Aft er God raised his servant, 
he sent him to you fi rst—to bless you by 

Time Together   Acts 2:46-47

The fi rst group of Christians set a great ex-
ample for people who follow Jesus today. 
They met together in the temple (every 
day!) and went to each other’s houses to 
eat meals. They spent time together and 
shared what they had with each other. 
Strong churches are built by people who 
love God and love each other.   

BIG PICTURE
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acts 4:1        1274    

enabling each of you to turn from your 
evil ways.”

    Peter and John questioned   

4  While Peter and John were speaking 
to the people, the priests, the captain 

of the temple guard, and the Sadducees 
confronted them.    2   They were incensed 
that the apostles were teaching the 
people and announcing that the resurrec-
tion of the dead was happening because 
of Jesus.    3   They seized Peter and John and 
put them in prison until the next day. (It 
was already evening.)    4   Many who heard 
the word became believers, and their 
number grew to about fi ve thousand. 

 5    The next day the leaders, elders, and 
legal experts gathered in Jerusalem, 
 6    along with Annas the high priest, Caia-
phas, John, Alexander, and others from 
the high priest’s family.    7    They had Peter 
and John brought before them and asked, 
“By what power or in what name did you 
do this?” 

 8    Then Peter, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, answered, “Leaders of the people 
and elders,    9    are we being examined 
today because something good was done 
for a sick person, a good deed that healed 
him?    1 0    If so, then you and all the people of 
Israel need to know that this man stands 
healthy before you because of the name 
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—whom 
you crucifi ed but whom God raised from 
the dead.    1 1    This Jesus is the stone you 
builders rejected; he has become the 
cornerstone!    1 2    Salvation can be found in 
no one else. Throughout the whole world, 
no other name has been given among hu-
mans through which we must be saved.”

 1 3    The council was caught by surprise 
by the confi dence with which Peter and 
John spoke. Aft er all, they understood 
that these apostles were uneducated and 
inexperienced. They also recognized that 
they had been followers of Jesus.    1 4    How-
ever, since the healed man was stand-
ing with Peter and John before their 
own eyes, they had no rebutt al.    1 5    Aft er 
ordering them to wait outside, the coun-
cil members began to confer with each 

other.    1 6    “What should we do with these 
men? Everyone living in Jerusalem is 
aware of the sign performed through 
them. It’s obvious to everyone and we 
can’t deny it.    1 7    To keep it from spread-
ing further among the people, we need 
to warn them not to speak to anyone in 
this name.”    1 8    When they called Peter and 
John back, they demanded that they stop 
all speaking and teaching in the name of 
Jesus. 

     1 9    Peter and John responded, “It’s up 
to you to determine whether it’s right 
before God to obey you rather than God. 
   2 0    As for us, we can’t stop speaking about 
what we have seen and heard.”    2 1    They 
threatened them further, then released 
them. Because of public support for 
Peter and John, they couldn’t fi nd a way 
to punish them. Everyone was praising 
God for what had happened,    2 2    because 
the man who had experienced this sign 
of healing was over 40 years old. 

    The believers pray   
    2 3    Aft er their release, Peter and John 

returned to the brothers and sisters and 
reported everything the chief priests 
and elders had said.    2 4    They listened, 
then lift ed their voices in unison to God, 
“Master, you are the one who created the 
heaven, the earth, the sea, and every-
thing in them.    2 5    You are the one who 
spoke by the Holy Spirit through our an-
cestor David, your servant:
      Why did the Gentiles rage ,
     and the peoples plot in vain? 

Obey God, Not People   Acts 4:1-22
Peter and John were in a tough position. 
The council ordered them to stop giving 
credit to Jesus for the miracles that were 
taking place when they prayed. The two 
didn’t argue with the council, but they 
did stand fi rm. They faced the challenge 
either to obey God or to obey people. 
John and Peter made the courageous 
choice to obey God. 

ROUTES
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    1275        acts 5:9

iOr anointed one; Ps 2:1-2

      2 6      The kings of the earth 
took their stand 

     and the rulers gathered together 
as one 

     against the Lord 
and against his Christ. i

      2 7    Indeed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with Gentiles and Israelites, did gather in 
this city against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed.    2 8    They did what 
your power and plan had already deter-
mined would happen.    2 9    Now, Lord, take 
note of their threats and enable your ser-
vants to speak your word with complete 
confi dence.    3 0    Stretch out your hand to 
bring healing and enable signs and won-
ders to be performed through the name 
of Jesus, your holy servant.”    3 1    Aft er they 
prayed, the place where they were gath-
ered was shaken. They were all fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit and began speaking 
God’s word with confi dence. 

    Sharing among the believers   
    3 2    The community of believers was one 

in heart and mind. None of them would 
say, “This is mine!” about any of their pos-
sessions, but held everything in common. 
   3 3    The apostles continued to bear power-
ful witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and an abundance of grace 
was at work among them all.    3 4    There 
were no needy persons among them. 
Those who owned properties or houses 
would sell them, bring the proceeds from 
the sales,    3 5    and place them in the care 
and under the authority of the apostles. 
Then it was distributed to anyone who 
was in need. 

     3 6    Joseph, whom the apostles nick-
named Barnabas (that is, “one who en-
courages”), was a Levite from Cyprus. 
   3 7    He owned a fi eld, sold it, brought the 
money, and placed it in the care and 
under the authority of the apostles. 

    Pretenders of sharing   

   5  However, a man named Ananias, 
along with his wife Sapphira, sold a 

piece of property.    2    With his wife’s knowl-
edge, he withheld some of the proceeds 
from the sale. He brought the rest and 
placed it in the care and under the au-
thority of the apostles.    3    Peter asked, 
“Ananias, how is it that Satan has infl u-
enced you to lie to the Holy Spirit by with-
holding some of the proceeds from the 
sale of your land?    4    Wasn’t that property 
yours to keep? Aft er you sold it, wasn’t 
the money yours to do with whatever you 
wanted? What made you think of such a 
thing? You haven’t lied to other people 
but to God!”    5    When Ananias heard these 
words, he dropped dead. Everyone who 
heard this conversation was terrifi ed. 
   6    Some young men stood up, wrapped up 
his body, carried him out, and buried him. 

     7    About three hours later, his wife 
entered, but she didn’t know what had 
happened to her husband.    8    Peter asked 

her, “Tell me, did you and your husband 
receive this price for the fi eld?” 

  She responded, “Yes, that’s the amount.” 
     9    He replied, “How could you scheme 

with each other to challenge the Lord’s 
Spirit? Look! The feet of those who 

Tell the Truth, Not Lies   Acts 5:1-11
We don’t know how much money Ana-
nias got when he sold his land. But 
we know the amount he gave to the 
apostles wasn’t the whole amount. Ana-
nias may have thought it was no big deal 
to stretch the truth. Peter made clear 
that Ananias’s lie was actually a lie to the 
Holy Spirit, and that’s why Ananias died 
immediately. When Peter set up Ana-
nias’s wife, Sapphira, to tell the same lie, 
she did. And then she died too. 

ROUTES

The name barnabas means “one who 
encourages.” Barnabas saw the good 
in people. Because of his encouraging 
spirit, many people came to believe 
in Jesus.
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acts 5:10        1276    

buried your husband are at the door. 
They will carry you out too.” 1 0At that 
very moment, she dropped dead at his 
feet. When the young men entered and 
found her dead, they carried her out and 
buried her with her husband. 1 1Trepida-
tion and dread seized the whole church 
and all who heard what had happened. 

Responses to the church
12The apostles performed many signs 

and wonders among the people. They 
would come together regularly at Solo-
mon’s Porch. 13No one from outside the 
church dared to join them, even though 
the people spoke highly of them. 14In-
deed, more and more believers in the 
Lord, large numbers of both men and 
women, were added to the church. 15As 
a result, they would even bring the sick 
out into the main streets and lay them 
on cots and mats so that at least Pe-
ter’s shadow could fall on some of them 
as he passed by. 16Even large numbers 
of persons from towns around Jeru-
salem would gather, bringing the sick 
and those harassed by unclean spirits. 
Every one was healed. 

The Jerusalem Council  
harasses the apostles

1 7The high priest, together with his al-
lies, the Sadducees, was overcome with 
jealousy. 1 8They seized the apostles and 
made a public show of putting them in 
prison. 1 9An angel from the Lord opened 
the prison doors during the night and 
led them out. The angel told them, 2 0“Go, 
take your place in the temple, and tell 
the people everything about this new 
life.” 2 1Early in the morning, they went 
into the temple as they had been told and 
began to teach. 

When the high priest and his col-
leagues gathered, they convened the 
Jerusalem Council, that is, the full as-
sembly of Israel’s elders. They sent 
word to the prison to have the apostles 
brought before them. 2 2However, the 
guards didn’t find them in the prison. 
They returned and reported, 2 3“We found 

the prison locked and well-secured, with 
guards standing at the doors, but when 
we opened the doors we found no one 
inside!” 2 4When they received this news, 
the captain of the temple guard and the 
chief priests were baffled and wondered 
what might be happening. 2 5Just then, 
someone arrived and announced, “Look! 
The people you put in prison are standing 
in the temple and teaching the people!” 
2 6Then the captain left with his guards 
and brought the apostles back. They 
didn’t use force because they were afraid 
the people would stone them. 

2 7The apostles were brought before 
the council where the high priest con-
fronted them: 2 8“In no uncertain terms, 
we demanded that you not teach in this 
name. And look at you! You have filled Je-
rusalem with your teaching. And you are 
determined to hold us responsible for 
this man’s death.”

2 9Peter and the apostles replied, “We 
must obey God rather than humans! 
3 0The God of our ancestors raised Jesus 
from the dead—whom you killed by hang-
ing him on a tree. 3 1God has exalted Jesus 
to his right side as leader and savior so 
that he could enable Israel to change its 
heart and life and to find forgiveness for 
sins. 3 2We are witnesses of such things, 
as is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 
to those who obey him.”

3 3When the council members heard 
this, they became furious and wanted 
to kill the apostles. 3 4One council mem-
ber, a Pharisee and teacher of the Law 
named Gamaliel, well-respected by all 
the people, stood up and ordered that 
the men be taken outside for a few mo-
ments. 3 5He said, “Fellow Israelites, con-
sider carefully what you intend to do to 
these people. 3 6Some time ago, Theudas 
appeared, claiming to be somebody, and 
some four hundred men joined him. After 
he was killed, all of his followers scat-
tered, and nothing came of that. 3 7After-
ward, at the time of the census, Judas the 
Galilean appeared and got some people 
to follow him in a revolt. He was killed 
too, and all his followers scattered far 
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and wide. 3 8Here’s my recommendation 
in this case: Distance yourselves from 
these men. Let them go! If their plan or 
activity is of human origin, it will end in 
ruin. 3 9If it originates with God, you won’t 
be able to stop them. Instead, you would 
actually find yourselves fighting God!” 
The council was convinced by his rea-
soning. 4 0After calling the apostles back, 
they had them beaten. They ordered 
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
then let them go. 4 1The apostles left the 
council rejoicing because they had been 
regarded as worthy to suffer disgrace for 
the sake of the name. 4 2Every day they 
continued to teach and proclaim the 
good news that Jesus is the Christ, both 
in the temple and in houses. 

Selection of seven to serve

6About that time, while the number 
of disciples continued to increase, 

a complaint arose. Greek-speaking dis-
ciples accused the Aramaic-speaking 
disciples because their widows were 
being overlooked in the daily food ser-
vice. 2The Twelve called a meeting of 
all the disciples and said, “It isn’t right 
for us to set aside proclamation of God’s 
word in order to serve tables. 3Brothers 
and sisters, carefully choose seven well-
respected men from among you. They 
must be well-respected and endowed by 
the Spirit with exceptional wisdom. We 
will put them in charge of this concern. 
4As for us, we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and the service of proclaiming 
the word.” 5This proposal pleased the 
entire community. They selected Ste-
phen, a man endowed by the Holy Spirit 
with exceptional faith, Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus 
from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6The 
community presented these seven to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands 
on them. 7God’s word continued to grow. 
The number of disciples in Jerusalem in-
creased significantly. Even a large group 
of priests embraced the faith. 

Arrest and murder of Stephen
8Stephen, who stood out among the 

believers for the way God’s grace was at 
work in his life and for his exceptional 
endowment with divine power, was 
doing great wonders and signs among 
the people. 9Opposition arose from some 
who belonged to the so-called Synagogue 
of Former Slaves. Members from Cyrene, 
Alexandria, Cilicia, and Asia entered into 
debate with Stephen. 1 0However, they 
couldn’t resist the wisdom the Spirit gave 
him as he spoke. 1 1Then they secretly en-
ticed some people to claim, “We heard 
him insult Moses and God.” 1 2They stirred 
up the people, the elders, and the legal 
experts. They caught Stephen, dragged 
him away, and brought him before the 
Jerusalem Council. 1 3Before the coun-
cil, they presented false witnesses who 
testified, “This man never stops speak-
ing against this holy place and the Law. 
1 4In fact, we heard him say that this man 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and alter the customary practices Moses 
gave us.” 1 5Everyone seated in the council 
stared at Stephen, and they saw that his 
face was radiant, just like an angel’s. 

7The high priest asked, “Are these ac-
cusations true?” 

2Stephen responded, “Brothers and 
fathers, listen to me. Our glorious God 
appeared to our ancestor Abraham while 
he was still in Mesopotamia, before he 
settled in Haran. 3God told him, ‘Leave 
your homeland and kin, and go to the 
land that I will show you.’j 4So Abraham 
left the land of the Chaldeans and settled 
in Haran. After Abraham’s father died, 
God had him resettle in this land where 
you now live. 5God didn’t give him an in-
heritance here, not even a square foot of 
land. However, God did promise to give 
the land as his possession to him and to 
his descendants, even though Abraham 
had no child. 6God put it this way: His 
descendants will be strangers in a land 
that belongs to others, who will enslave 
them and abuse them for four hundred 
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years.k 7And I will condemn the nation 
they serve as slaves, God said, and af-
terward they will leavel that land and 
serve me in this place. 8God gave him the 
covenant confirmed through circumci-
sion. Accordingly, eight days after Isaac’s 
birth, Abraham circumcised him. Isaac 
did the same with Jacob, and Jacob with 
the twelve patriarchs. 

9“Because the patriarchs were jealous 
of Joseph, they sold him into slavery in 
Egypt. God was with him, however, 1 0and 
rescued him from all his troubles. The 
grace and wisdom he gave Joseph were 
recognized by Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
who appointed him ruler over Egypt and 
over his whole palace. 1 1A famine came 
upon all Egypt and Canaan, and great 
hardship came with it. Our ancestors had 
nothing to eat. 1 2When Jacob heard there 
was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors 
there for the first time. 1 3During their 
second visit, Joseph told his brothers 
who he was, and Pharaoh learned about 
Joseph’s family. 1 4Joseph sent for his 
father Jacob and all his relatives—sev-
enty-five in all—and invited them to live 
with him. 1 5So Jacob went down to Egypt, 
where he and our ancestors died. 1 6Their 
bodies were brought back to Shechem 
and placed in the tomb that Abraham 
had purchased for a certain sum of 
money from Hamor’s children, who lived 
in Shechem. 

1 7“When it was time for God to keep the 
promise he made to Abraham, the num-
ber of our people in Egypt had greatly 
expanded. 1 8But then another king rose 
to power over Egypt who didn’t know 
anything about Joseph.m 1 9He exploited 
our people and abused our ancestors. He 
even forced them to abandon their newly 
born babies so they would die. 2 0That’s 
when Moses was born. He was highly 
favored by God, and for three months 
his parents cared for him in their home. 
2 1After he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s 
daughter adopted and cared for him as 
though he were her own son. 2 2Moses 

learned everything Egyptian wisdom 
had to offer, and he was a man of power-
ful words and deeds. 

2 3“When Moses was 40 years old, he 
decided to visit his family, the Israelites. 
2 4He saw one of them being wronged so 
he came to his rescue and evened the 
score by killing the Egyptian. 2 5He ex-
pected his own kin to understand that 
God was using him to rescue them, but 
they didn’t. 2 6The next day he came upon 
some Israelites who were caught up in 
an argument. He tried to make peace be-
tween them by saying, ‘You are brothers! 
Why are you harming each other?’ 2 7The 
one who started the fight against his 
neighbor pushed Moses aside and said, 
‘Who appointed you as our leader and 
judge? 2 8Are you planning to kill me like 
you killed that Egyptian yesterday?’n 
2 9When Moses heard this, he fled to Mid-
ian, where he lived as an immigrant and 
had two sons. 

3 0“Forty years later, an angel appeared 
to Moses in the flame of a burning bush 
in the wilderness near Mount Sinai. 3 1En-
thralled by the sight, Moses approached 
to get a closer look and he heard the 
Lord’s voice: 3 2 ‘I am the God of your an-
cestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.’o Trembling with fear, Moses 
didn’t dare to investigate any further. 
3 3The Lord continued, ‘Remove the san-
dals from your feet, for the place where 
you are standing is holy ground. 3 4I have 
clearly seen the oppression my people 
have experienced in Egypt, and I have 
heard their groaning. I have come down 
to rescue them. Come! I am sending you 
to Egypt.’p 

3 5“This is the same Moses whom they 
rejected when they asked, ‘Who ap-
pointed you as our leader and judge?’ This 
is the Moses whom God sent as leader 
and deliverer. God did this with the help 
of the angel who appeared before him in 
the bush. 3 6This man led them out after 
he performed wonders and signs in Egypt 
at the Red Sea and for forty years in the 
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wilderness. 3 7This is the Moses who told 
the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your own people.’q 
3 8This is the one who was in the assem-
bly in the wilderness with our ancestors 
and with the angel who spoke to him on 
Mount Sinai. He is the one who received 
life-giving words to give to us. 3 9He’s also 
the one whom our ancestors refused to 
obey. Instead, they pushed him aside and, 
in their thoughts and desires, returned 
to Egypt. 4 0They told Aaron, ‘Make us 
gods that will lead us. As for this Moses 
who led us out of Egypt, we don’t know 
what’s happened to him!’r 4 1That’s when 
they made an idol in the shape of a calf, 
offered a sacrifice to it, and began to 
celebrate what they had made with their 
own hands. 4 2So God turned away from 
them and handed them over to worship 
the stars in the sky, just as it is written  
in the scroll of the Prophets: 
  Did you bring sacrifices  

and offerings to me 
  for forty years in the wilderness,  

house of Israel? 
 4 3 No! Instead, you took  

the tent of Moloch with you, 
  and the star of your god Rephan, 
  the images that you made  

in order to worship them. 
  Therefore, I will send you far away, 

farther than Babylon.s
4 4“The tent of testimony was with our 

ancestors in the wilderness. Moses built 
it just as he had been instructed by the 
one who spoke to him and according to 
the pattern he had seen. 4 5In time, when 
they had received the tent, our ances-
tors carried it with them when, under 
Joshua’s leadership, they took posses-
sion of the land from the nations whom 
God expelled. This tent remained in the 
land until the time of David. 4 6God ap-
proved of David, who asked that he might 
provide a dwelling place for the God of 
Jacob.t 4 7But it was Solomon who actu-
ally built a house for God. 4 8However, the 

Most High doesn’t live in houses built by 
human hands. As the prophet says, 
 4 9 Heaven is my throne, 
  and the earth is my footstool. 
  ‘What kind of house will you build  

for me,’ says the Lord, 
  ‘or where is my resting place? 
 5 0 Didn’t I make all these things  

with my own hand?’u
5 1“You stubborn people! In your 

thoughts and hearing, you are like those 
who have had no part in God’s covenant! 
You continuously set yourself against 
the Holy Spirit, just like your ancestors 
did. 5 2Was there a single prophet your 
ancestors didn’t harass? They even killed 
those who predicted the coming of the 
righteous one, and you’ve betrayed and 
murdered him! 5 3You received the Law 
given by angels, but you haven’t kept it.”

5 4Once the council members heard 
these words, they were enraged and 
began to grind their teeth at Stephen. 
5 5But Stephen, enabled by the Holy 
Spirit, stared into heaven and saw God’s 
majesty and Jesus standing at God’s right 
side. 5 6He exclaimed, “Look! I can see 
heaven on display and the Human Onev 
standing at God’s right side!” 5 7At this, 
they shrieked and covered their ears. 
Together, they charged at him, 5 8threw 
him out of the city, and began to stone 
him. The witnesses placed their coats 
in the care of a young man named Saul. 
5 9As they battered him with stones, Ste-
phen prayed, “Lord Jesus, accept my life!” 
6 0Falling to his knees, he shouted, “Lord, 
don’t hold this sin against them!” Then he 

died. 1Saul was in full agreement with 
Stephen’s murder. 

The church scatters
At that time, the church in Jerusalem 

began to be subjected to vicious harass-
ment. Everyone except the apostles 
was scattered throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria. 2Some pious men 
buried Stephen and deeply grieved over 

8
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him. 3Saul began to wreak havoc against 
the church. Entering one house after an-
other, he would drag off both men and 
women and throw them into prison. 

Philip in Samaria
4Those who had been scattered moved 

on, preaching the good news along the 
way. 5Philip went down to a city in Sa-
mariaw and began to preach Christ to 
them. 6The crowds were united by what 
they heard Philip say and the signs they 
saw him perform, and they gave him 
their undivided attention. 7With loud 
shrieks, unclean spirits came out of 
many people, and many who were para-
lyzed or crippled were healed. 8There 
was great rejoicing in that city. 

9Before Philip’s arrival, a certain man 
named Simon had practiced sorcery in 
that city and baffled the people of Sa-
maria. He claimed to be a great person. 
1 0Everyone, from the least to the great-
est, gave him their undivided attention 
and referred to him as “the power of God 
called Great.” 1 1He had their attention be-
cause he had baffled them with sorcery 
for a long time. 1 2After they came to be-
lieve Philip, who preached the good news 
about God’s kingdom and the name of 
Jesus Christ, both men and women were 
baptized. 1 3Even Simon himself came 
to believe and was baptized. Afterward, 
he became one of Philip’s supporters. 
As he saw firsthand the signs and great 
miracles that were happening, he was as-
tonished. 

1 4When word reached the apostles in 
Jerusalem that Samaria had accepted 
God’s word, they commissioned Peter 
and John to go to Samaria. 1 5Peter and 
John went down to Samaria where they 
prayed that the new believers would re-
ceive the Holy Spirit. (1 6This was because 
the Holy Spirit had not yet fallen on any 
of them; they had only been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.) 1 7So Peter 
and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

1 8When Simon perceived that the 
Spirit was given through the laying on 
of the apostles’ hands, he offered them 
money. 1 9He said, “Give me this authority 
too so that anyone on whom I lay my 
hands will receive the Holy Spirit.” 

2 0Peter responded, “May your money 
be condemned to hell along with you be-
cause you believed you could buy God’s 
gift with money! 2 1You can have no part 
or share in God’s word because your heart 
isn’t right with God. 2 2Therefore, change 
your heart and life! Turn from your wick-
edness! Plead with the Lord in the hope 
that your wicked intent can be forgiven, 
2 3for I see that your bitterness has poi-
soned you and evil has you in chains.”

2 4Simon replied, “All of you, please, 
plead to the Lord for me so that noth-
ing of what you have said will happen to 
me!” 2 5After the apostles had testified 
and proclaimed the Lord’s word, they re-
turned to Jerusalem, preaching the good 
news to many Samaritan villages along 
the way. 

Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch
2 6An angel from the Lord spoke to 

Philip, “At noon, takex the road that leads 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert 
road.) 2 7So he did. Meanwhile, an Ethio-
pian man was on his way home from Je-
rusalem, where he had come to worship. 
He was a eunuch and an official respon-
sible for the entire treasury of Can-
dace. (Candace is the title given to the 
Ethiopian queen.) 2 8He was reading the 
prophet Isaiah while sitting in his car-
riage. 2 9The Spirit told Philip, “Approach 
this carriage and stay with it.” 

3 0Running up to the carriage, Philip 
heard the man reading the prophet Isa-
iah. He asked, “Do you really understand 
what you are reading?” 

3 1The man replied, “Without someone 
to guide me, how could I?” Then he in-
vited Philip to climb up and sit with him.  
3 2This was the passage of scripture he 
was reading: 
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      Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter  

     and like a lamb before its shearer 
is silent  

     so he didn’t open his mouth.  
      3 3      In his humiliation 

justice was taken away from him.  
     Who can tell the story 

of his descendants  

     because his life was taken 
from the earth?    y   

      3 4    The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, 
about whom does the prophet say this? 
Is he talking about himself or some-
one else?”    3 5    Starting with that passage, 
Philip proclaimed the good news about 
Jesus to him.    3 6    As they went down the 
road, they came to some water. 

  The eunuch said, “Look! Water! What 
would keep me from being baptized?”   z

   38   He ordered that the carriage halt. Both 
Philip and the eunuch went down to the 
water, where Philip baptized him.    39   When 
they came up out of the water, the Lord’s 

Spirit suddenly took Philip away. The 
eunuch never saw him again but went on 
his way rejoicing.    40   Philip found himself 
in Azotus. He traveled through that area, 
preaching the good news in all the cities 
until he reached Caesarea. 

    Saul encounters the risen Jesus   

   9  Meanwhile, Saul was still spewing 
out murderous threats against the 

Lord’s disciples. He went to the high 
priest,    2    seeking lett ers to the syna-
gogues in Damascus. If he found persons 
who belonged to the Way, whether men 
or women, these lett ers would autho-
rize him to take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.    3    During the journey, as he 
approached Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven encircled him.    4    He fell to 
the ground and heard a voice asking him, 
“Saul, Saul, why are you harassing me?” 

     5    Saul asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
  “I am Jesus, whom you are harassing,” 

came the reply.    6   “Now get up and enter the 
city. You will be told what you must do.”

     7    Those traveling with him stood there 
speechless; they heard the voice but saw 
no one.    8    Aft er they picked Saul up from 
the ground, he opened his eyes but he 
couldn’t see. So they led him by the hand 
into Damascus.    9    For three days he was 
blind and neither ate nor drank anything. 

     1 0    In Damascus there was a certain dis-
ciple named Ananias. The Lord spoke to 
him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

REORIENTING
FAITH STORIES   aCTS 9:1-19

The story of Paul’s encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus appears three times in Acts 
(9:1-19; 22:6-16; 26:12-17). The stories are diff erent. What are the diff erences? Do the contradic-
tions make the story any less powerful? How is your experience of God similar or dissimilar to 
Paul’s conversion?

Consider writing out your story of faith: What would you include, what would you exclude, and 
where would you begin? How has the shape of this story changed over time? Are the stories 
we tell ourselves—particularly about our relationship with God—fi xed or do they change as 
we grow?

The Way referred to following the 
teachings of Jesus. Luke used this 
phrase often in the books of Luke 
and Acts. When John the Baptist 
preached, he quoted from Isaiah 40 

and said a voice in the wilderness would cry 
out, “Prepare the way for the Lord” (Luke 
3:4). Jesus was considered to be the way 
to God, the way of love and justice, the one 
who showed his people how to live. People 
who follow Jesus today are called Christians.
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He answered, “Yes, Lord.” 
1 1The Lord instructed him, “Go to 

Judas’ house on Straight Street and ask 
for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is 
praying. 1 2In a vision he has seen a man 
named Ananias enter and put his hands 
on him to restore his sight.”

1 3Ananias countered, “Lord, I have 
heard many reports about this man. 
People say he has done horrible things to 
your holy people in Jerusalem. 1 4He’s here 
with authority from the chief priests to 
arrest everyone who calls on your name.”

1 5The Lord replied, “Go! This man is the 
agent I have chosen to carry my name 
before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 1 6I 
will show him how much he must suffer 
for the sake of my name.”

1 7Ananias went to the house. He placed 
his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord sent me—Jesus, who appeared 
to you on the way as you were coming 
here. He sent me so that you could see 
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
1 8Instantly, flakes fell from Saul’s eyes 
and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized. 1 9After eating, he regained his 
strength. 

He stayed with the disciples in Da-
mascus for several days. 2 0Right away, he 
began to preach about Jesus in the syna-
gogues. “He is God’s Son,” he declared. 

2 1Everyone who heard him was baf-
fled. They questioned each other, “Isn’t 
he the one who was wreaking havoc 
among those in Jerusalem who called on 
this name? Hadn’t he come here to take 
those same people as prisoners to the 
chief priests?” 

2 2But Saul grew stronger and stron-
ger. He confused the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the 
Christ. 

2 3After this had gone on for some 
time, the Jews hatched a plot to kill Saul. 
2 4However, he found out about their 
scheme. They were keeping watch at the 
city gates around the clock so they could 
assassinate him. 2 5But his disciples took 
him by night and lowered him in a basket 
through an opening in the city wall. 

2 6When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he 
tried to join the disciples, but they were 
all afraid of him. They didn’t believe he 
was really a disciple. 2 7Then Barnabas 
brought Saul to the apostles and told 
them the story about how Saul saw the 
Lord on the way and that the Lord had 
spoken to Saul. He also told them about 
the confidence with which Saul had 
preached in the name of Jesus in Da-
mascus. 2 8After this, Saul moved freely 
among the disciples in Jerusalem and 
was speaking with confidence in the 
name of the Lord. 2 9He got into debates 
with the Greek-speaking Jews as well, 
but they tried to kill him. 3 0When the 
family of believers learned about this, 
they escorted him down to Caesarea and 
sent him off to Tarsus. 

3 1Then the church throughout Judea, 
Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed a time of 
peace. God strengthened the church, and 
its life was marked by reverence for the 
Lord. Encouraged by the Holy Spirit, the 
church continued to grow in numbers. 

Peter heals and raises the dead
32As Peter toured the whole region, he 

went to visit God’s holy people in Lydda. 
33There he found a man named Aeneas 
who was paralyzed and had been confined 
to his bed for eight years. 34Peter said to 
him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you! Get 
up and make your bed.” At once he got up. 
35Everyone who lived in Lydda and Sharon 
saw him and turned to the Lord. 

3 6In Joppa there was a disciple named 
Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas). 
Her life overflowed with good works and 
compassionate acts on behalf of those 
in need. 3 7About that time, though, she 
became so ill that she died. After they 
washed her body, they laid her in an 
upstairs room. 3 8Since Lydda was near 
Joppa, when the disciples heard that 
Peter was there, they sent two people 
to Peter. They urged, “Please come right 
away!” 3 9Peter went with them. Upon 
his arrival, he was taken to the upstairs 
room. All the widows stood beside him, 
crying as they showed the tunics and 
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other clothing Dorcas made when she 
was alive. 

4 0Peter sent everyone out of the room, 
then knelt and prayed. He turned to 
the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She 
opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up. 
4 1He gave her his hand and raised her up. 
Then he called God’s holy people, includ-
ing the widows, and presented her alive 
to them. 4 2The news spread through-
out Joppa, and many put their faith in 
the Lord. 4 3Peter stayed for some time 
in Joppa with a certain tanner named 
Simon. 

Peter, Cornelius, and the Gentiles

10There was a man in Caesarea named 
Cornelius, a centurion in the Italian 

Company.a 2He and his whole household 
were pious, Gentile God- worshippers. He 
gave generously to those in need among 
the Jewish people and prayed to God con-
stantly. 3One day at nearly three o’clock 
in the afternoon, he clearly saw an angel 
from God in a vision. The angel came to 
him and said, “Cornelius!” 

4Startled, he stared at the angel and 
replied, “What is it, Lord?” 

The angel said, “Your prayers and your 
compassionate acts are like a memo-
rial offering to God. 5Send messengers 
to Joppa at once and summon a certain 
Simon, the one known as Peter. 6He is a 
guest of Simon the tanner, whose house 
is near the seacoast.” 7When the angel 
who was speaking to him had gone, Cor-
nelius summoned two of his household 
servants along with a pious soldier from 
his personal staff. 8He explained every-
thing to them, then sent them to Joppa. 

9At noon on the following day, as their 
journey brought them close to the city, 
Peter went up on the roof to pray. 1 0He 
became hungry and wanted to eat. While 
others were preparing the meal, he had 
a visionary experience. 1 1He saw heaven 
opened up and something like a large 
linen sheet being lowered to the earth by 
its four corners. 1 2Inside the sheet were 

all kinds of four-legged animals, reptiles, 
and wild birds.b 1 3A voice told him, “Get 
up, Peter! Kill and eat!” 

1 4Peter exclaimed, “Absolutely not, 
Lord! I have never eaten anything impure 
or unclean.” 

15The voice spoke a second time, “Never 
consider unclean what God has made 
pure.” 16This happened three times, then 
the object was suddenly pulled back into 
heaven. 

1 7Peter was bewildered about the 
meaning of the vision. Just then, the 
messengers sent by Cornelius discovered 
the whereabouts of Simon’s house and 
arrived at the gate. 1 8Calling out, they 
inquired whether the Simon known as 
Peter was a guest there. 

1 9While Peter was brooding over the 
vision, the Spirit interrupted him, “Look! 
Three people are looking for you. 2 0Go 
downstairs. Don’t ask questions; just go 
with them because I have sent them.”

2 1So Peter went downstairs and told 
them, “I’m the one you are looking for. 
Why have you come?” 

22They replied, “We’ve come on behalf of 
Cornelius, a centurion and righteous man, 
a God-worshipper who is well- respected 
by all Jewish people. A holy angel directed 
him to summon you to his house and to 
hear what you have to say.” 23Peter invited 
them into the house as his guests. 

The next day he got up and went with 
them, together with some of the believ-
ers from Joppa. 2 4They arrived in Cae-
sarea the following day. Anticipating 
their arrival, Cornelius had gathered his 
relatives and close friends. 2 5As Peter 
entered the house, Cornelius met him 
and fell at his feet in order to honor him. 
2 6But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Get 
up! Like you, I’m just a human.” 2 7As they 
continued to talk, Peter went inside and 
found a large gathering of people. 2 8He 
said to them, “You all realize that it is for-
bidden for a Jew to associate or visit with 
outsiders. However, God has shown me 
that I should never call a person impure 
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or unclean.    2 9    For this reason, when you 
sent for me, I came without objection. I 
want to know, then, why you sent for me.”

 30   Cornelius answered, “Four days ago at 
this same time, three o’clock in the aft er-
noon, I was praying at home. Suddenly a 
man in radiant clothing stood before me. 
 31   He said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your 
prayers, and your compassionate acts are 
like a memorial off ering to him.    32   There-
fore, send someone to Joppa and sum-
mon Simon, who is known as Peter. He is 
a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, 
located near the seacoast.’    33   I sent for you 
right away, and you were kind enough to 
come. Now, here we are, gathered in the 
presence of God to listen to everything 
the Lord has directed you to say.”

     3 4    Peter said, “I really am learning that 
God doesn’t show partiality to one group 
of people over another.    3 5    Rather, in every 
nation, whoever worships him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him.    3 6    This 
is the message of peace he sent to the 
Israelites by proclaiming the good news 
through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! 
 3 7    You know what happened throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee aft er the bap-
tism John preached.    3 8    You know about 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed 
with the Holy Spirit and endowed with 
power. Jesus traveled around doing good 
and healing everyone oppressed by the 
devil because God was with him.    3 9    We 
are witnesses of everything he did, both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed 
him by hanging him on a tree,    4 0    but God 
raised him up on the third day and al-
lowed him to be seen,    4 1    not by everyone 
but by us. We are witnesses whom God 
chose beforehand, who ate and drank 
with him aft er God raised him from the 
dead.    4 2    He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the 
one whom God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead.    4 3    All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who be-
lieves in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.”

 4 4    While Peter was still speaking, the 
Holy Spirit fell on everyone who heard 
the word.    4 5    The circumcised believers 
who had come with Peter were aston-
ished that the gift  of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles. 
 4 6    They heard them speaking in other 
languages and praising God. Peter asked,  
 4 7    “These people have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have. Surely no one 
can stop them from being baptized with 
water, can they?”    4 8    He directed that they 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they invited Peter to stay for sev-
eral days. 

    Jerusalem church questions Peter   

11  The apostles and the brothers and 
sisters throughout Judea heard that 

even the Gentiles had welcomed God’s 
word.    2   When Peter went up to Jerusa-
lem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him.    3   They accused him, “You went into 
the home of the uncircumcised and ate 
with them!” 

     4    Step-by-step, Peter explained what 
had happened.    5    “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying when I had a visionary experi-
ence. In my vision, I saw something like 
a large linen sheet being lowered from 
heaven by its four corners. It came all the 
way down to me.    6    As I stared at it, won-
dering what it was, I saw four-legged ani-
mals—including wild beasts—as well as 
reptiles and wild birds.   c       7    I heard a voice 

What did Peter want people to 
remember?   Acts 10:34-43

Cornelius was the fi rst person recorded 
in the Bible who wasn’t Jewish, called 
a Gentile, to become a Christian. The 
good news about Jesus was meant for 
all people, both Jews and Gentiles. Peter 
wanted to help Christians understand 
that God loves every person. Peter told all 
people that God would forgive their sins 
if they changed their hearts and lives.  

BIG PICTURE
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say, ‘Get up, Peter! Kill and eat!’ 8I re-
sponded, ‘Absolutely not, Lord! Nothing 
impure or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9The voice from heaven spoke 
a second time, ‘Never consider unclean 
what God has made pure.’ 1 0This hap-
pened three times, then everything was 
pulled back into heaven. 1 1At that mo-
ment three men who had been sent to 
me from Caesarea arrived at the house 
where we were staying. 1 2The Spirit 
told me to go with them even though 
they were Gentiles. These six brothers 
also went with me, and we entered that 
man’s house. 1 3He reported to us how he 
had seen an angel standing in his house 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and summon 
Simon, who is known as Peter. 1 4He will 
tell you how you and your entire house-
hold can be saved.’ 1 5When I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, just 
as the Spirit fell on us in the beginning. 
1 6I remembered the Lord’s words: ‘John 
will baptize with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 1 7If God 
gave them the same gift he gave us who 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, then 
who am I? Could I stand in God’s way?”

1 8Once the apostles and other believ-
ers heard this, they calmed down. They 
praised God and concluded, “So then God 
has enabled Gentiles to change their 
hearts and lives so that they might have 
new life.” 

The Antioch church
1 9Now those who were scattered as a re-

sult of the trouble that occurred because 
of Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch. They proclaimed 
the word only to Jews. 2 0Among them 
were some people from Cyprus and 
Cyrene. They entered Antioch and began 
to proclaim the good news about the Lord 
Jesus also to Gentiles. 2 1The Lord’s power 
was with them, and a large number came 
to believe and turned to the Lord. 

2 2When the church in Jerusalem heard 
about this, they sent Barnabas to An-
tioch. 2 3When he arrived and saw evi-
dence of God’s grace, he was overjoyed 

and encouraged everyone to remain 
fully committed to the Lord. 2 4Barnabas 
responded in this way because he was 
a good man, whom the Holy Spirit had 
endowed with exceptional faith. A con-
siderable number of people were added 
to the Lord. 2 5Barnabas went to Tarsus 
in search of Saul. 2 6When he found him, 
he brought him to Antioch. They were 
there for a whole year, meeting with the 
church and teaching large numbers of 
people. It was in Antioch where the dis-
ciples were first labeled “Christians.” 

27About that time, some prophets came 
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One 
of them, Agabus, stood up and, inspired 
by the Spirit, predicted that a severe 
famine would overtake the entire Roman 
world. (This occurred during Claudius’ 
rule.) 29The disciples decided they would 
send support to the brothers and sisters 
in Judea, with everyone contributing to 
this ministry according to each person’s 
abundance. 30They sent Barnabas and 
Saul to take this gift to the elders. 

Herod imprisons Peter

12About that time King Herod began 
to harass some who belonged to the 

church. 2He had James, John’s brother, 
killed with a sword. 3When he saw that 
this pleased the Jews, he arrested Peter 
as well. This happened during the Festi-
val of Unleavened Bread. 4He put Peter in 
prison, handing him over to four squads 
of soldiers, sixteen in all, who guarded 
him. He planned to charge him publicly 
after the Passover. 5While Peter was held 
in prison, the church offered earnest 
prayer to God for him. 

6The night before Herod was going 
to bring Peter’s case forward, Peter was 
asleep between two soldiers and bound 
with two chains, with soldiers guard-
ing the prison entrance. 7Suddenly an 
angel from the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the prison cell. After nudg-
ing Peter on his side to awaken him, the 
angel raised him up and said, “Quick! Get 
up!” The chains fell from his wrists. 8The 
angel continued, “Get dressed. Put on 
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your sandals.” Peter did as he was told. 
The angel said, “Put on your coat and 
follow me.”    9    Following the angel, Peter 
left  the prison. However, he didn’t real-
ize the angel had actually done all this. 
He thought he was seeing a vision.    1 0    They 
passed the fi rst and second guards and 
came to the iron gate leading to the city. 
It opened for them by itself. Aft er leav-
ing the prison, they proceeded the length 
of one street, when abruptly the angel 
was gone. 

 11   At that, Peter came to his senses and 
remarked, “Now I’m certain that the Lord 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod 
and from everything the Jewish people 
expected.”    12   Realizing this, he made his 
way to Mary’s house. (Mary was John’s 
mother; he was also known as Mark.) 
Many believers had gathered there and 
were praying.    13   When Peter knocked at 
the outer gate, a female servant named 
Rhoda went to answer.    14   She was so over-
come with joy when she recognized Pe-
ter’s voice that she didn’t open the gate. 
Instead, she ran back in and announced 
that Peter was standing at the gate. 

     15   “You’ve lost your mind!” they re-
sponded. She stuck by her story with such 
determination that they began to say, “It 
must be his guardian angel.”    16   Meanwhile, 
Peter remained outside, knocking at the 
gate. They fi nally opened the gate and 
saw him there, and they were astounded. 

     1 7    He gestured with his hand to quiet 
them down, then recounted how the Lord 
led him out of prison. He said, “Tell this 
to James and the brothers and sisters.” 
Then he left  for another place. 

     1 8    The next morning the soldiers were 
fl ustered about what had happened to 
Peter.    1 9    Herod called for a thorough 
search. When Peter didn’t turn up, Herod 
interrogated the guards and had them 
executed. Aft erward, Herod left  Judea in 
order to spend some time in Caesarea. 

     2 0    Herod had been furious with the 
people of Tyre and Sidon for some time. 
They made a pact to approach him 

together, since their region depended 
on the king’s realm for its food supply. 
They persuaded Blastus, the king’s per-
sonal att endant, to join their cause, then 
appealed for an end to hostilities.    2 1    On 
the scheduled day Herod dressed him-
self in royal att ire, seated himself on the 
throne, and gave a speech to the people. 
   2 2    Those assembled kept shouting, over 
and over, “This is a god’s voice, not the 
voice of a mere human!”    2 3    Immediately 
an angel from the Lord struck Herod 
down, because he didn’t give the honor 
to God. He was eaten by worms and died. 

     2 4    God’s word continued to grow and in-
crease.    2 5    Barnabas and Saul returned to 
Antioch from Jerusalem   d    aft er complet-
ing their mission, bringing with them 
John, who was also known as Mark. 

    Barnabas and Saul sent to minister   

   13  The church at Antioch included 
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 

Simeon (nicknamed Niger), Lucius from 
Cyrene, Manaen (a childhood friend of 
Herod the ruler), and Saul.    2    As they were 
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Appoint Barnabas and 
Saul to the work I have called them to un-
dertake.”    3    Aft er they fasted and prayed, 
they laid their hands on these two and 
sent them off . 

    Serving in Cyprus   
    4    Aft er the Holy Spirit sent them on 

their way, they went down to Seleucia. 
From there they sailed to Cyprus.    5    In 
Salamis they proclaimed God’s word in 
the Jewish synagogues. John was with 
them as their assistant.    6    They traveled 
throughout the island until they arrived 
at Paphos. There they found a certain 
man named Bar-Jesus, a Jew who was a 
false prophet and practiced sorcery.    7    He 

The man referred to here was not 
James the disciple, who was killed by 
King Herod (Acts 12:2). This James 
was the brother of Jesus and the 
leader of the church in Jerusalem.
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kept company with the governor of that 
province, an intelligent man named Ser-
gius Paulus. The governor sent for Barn-
abas and Saul since he wanted to hear 
God’s word. 8But Elymas the sorcerere 
(for that’s what people understood his 
name meant) opposed them, trying to 
steer the governor away from the faith. 
9Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Saul, also 
known as Paul, glared at Bar-Jesus and 
1 0said, “You are a deceiver and trickster! 
You devil! You attack anything that is 
right! Will you never stop twisting the 
straight ways of the Lord into crooked 
paths? 1 1Listen! The Lord’s power is set 
against you. You will be blind for a while, 
unable even to see the daylight.” At once, 
Bar-Jesus’ eyes were darkened, and he 
began to grope about for someone to lead 
him around by the hand. 1 2When the gov-
ernor saw what had taken place, he came 
to believe, for he was astonished by the 
teaching about the Lord. 

Paul and Barnabas  
in Pisidian Antioch

1 3Paul and his companions sailed from 
Paphos to Perga in Pamphylia. John de-
serted them there and returned to Je-
rusalem. 1 4They went on from Perga and 
arrived at Antioch in Pisidia. On the Sab-
bath, they entered and found seats in the 
synagogue there. 1 5After the reading of 
the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue 
leaders invited them, “Brothers, if one of 
you has a sermon for the people, please 
speak.” 

1 6Standing up, Paul gestured with his 
hand and said, “Fellow Israelites and Gen-
tile God-worshippers, please listen to me. 
1 7The God of this people Israel chose our 
ancestors. God made them a great people 
while they lived as strangers in the land 
of Egypt. With his great power, he led 
them out of that country. 1 8For about 
forty years, God put up with them in the 
wilderness. 1 9God conquered seven na-
tions in the land of Canaan and gave the 
Israelites their land as an inheritance. 

2 0This happened over a period of about 
four hundred fifty years. 

“After this, he gave them judges until 
the time of the prophet Samuel. 2 1The 
Israelites requested a king, so God gave 
them Saul, Kish’s son, from the tribe of 
Benjamin, and he served as their king 
for forty years. 2 2After God removed him, 
he raised up David to be their king. God 
testified concerning him, ‘I have found 
David, Jesse’s son, a man who shares 
my desires.f Whatever my will is, he will 
do.’ 2 3From this man’s descendants, God 
brought to Israel a savior, Jesus, just as 
he promised. 2 4Before Jesus’ appearance, 
John proclaimed to all the Israelites a 
baptism to show they were changing 
their hearts and lives. 2 5As John was 
completing his mission, he said, ‘Who do 
you think I am? I’m not the one you think 
I am, but he is coming after me. I’m not 
worthy to loosen his sandals.’ 

2 6“Brothers, children of Abraham’s 
family, and you Gentile God-worship-
pers, the message about this salvation 
has been sent to us. 2 7The people in Jeru-
salem and their leaders didn’t recognize 
Jesus. By condemning him they fulfilled 
the words of the prophets that are read 
every Sabbath. 2 8Even though they didn’t 
find a single legal basis for the death 
penalty, they asked Pilate to have him 
executed. 2 9When they finished doing 
everything that had been written about 
him, they took him down from the crossg 
and laid him in a tomb. 3 0But God raised 
him from the dead! 3 1He appeared over 
many days to those who had traveled 
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They 
are now his witnesses to the people. 

3 2“We proclaim to you the good news. 
What God promised to our ancestors, 
3 3he has fulfilled for us, their children, 
by raising up Jesus. As it was written in 
the second psalm, You are my son; today 
I have become your father.h 

3 4“God raised Jesus from the dead, 
never again to be subjected to death’s 
decay. Therefore, God said, I will give to 
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you the holy and firm promises I made 
to David.i 3 5In another place it is said, 
You will not let your holy one experi-
ence death’s decay.j 3 6David served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, then he 
died and was buried with his ancestors. 
He experienced death’s decay, 3 7but the 
one whom God has raised up didn’t expe-
rience death’s decay. 

3 8“Therefore, brothers and sisters, 
know this: Through Jesus we proclaim 
forgiveness of sins to you. From all those 
sins from which you couldn’t be put in 
right relationship with God through 
Moses’ Law, 3 9through Jesus everyone 
who believes is put in right relationship 
with God. 4 0Take care that the prophets’ 
words don’t apply to you:
 4 1 Look, you scoffers,
  marvel and die.
  I’m going to do work in your day —
  a work you won’t believe
  even if someone told you.”k

4 2As Paul and Barnabas were leaving 
the synagogue, the people urged them 
to speak about these things again on the 
next Sabbath. 4 3When the people in the 
synagogue were dismissed, many Jews 
and devout converts to Judaism accom-
panied Paul and Barnabas, who urged 
them to remain faithful to the message 
of God’s grace. 

4 4On the next Sabbath, almost ev-
eryone in the city gathered to hear the 
Lord’s word. 4 5When the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were overcome with jeal-
ousy. They argued against what Paul was 
saying by slandering him. 4 6Speaking 
courageously, Paul and Barnabas said, 
“We had to speak God’s word to you first. 
Since you reject it and show that you are 
unworthy to receive eternal life, we will 
turn to the Gentiles. 4 7This is what the 
Lord commanded us:

I have made you a light for the  
Gentiles,

so that you could bring salvation to 
the end of the earth.”l

4 8When the Gentiles heard this, they 

rejoiced and honored the Lord’s word. 
Everyone who was appointed for eter-
nal life believed, 4 9and the Lord’s word 
was broadcast throughout the entire re-
gion. 5 0However, the Jews provoked the 
prominent women among the Gentile 
God-worshippers, as well as the city’s 
leaders. They instigated others to ha-
rass Paul and Barnabas, and threw them 
out of their district. 51Paul and Barnabas 
shook the dust from their feet and went 
to Iconium. 52Because of the abundant 
presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives, 
the disciples were overflowing with  
happiness. 

Paul and Barnabas in Iconium

14The same thing happened in Ico-
nium. Paul and Barnabas entered 

the Jewish synagogue and spoke as they 
had before. As a result, a huge number of 
Jews and Greeks believed. 2However, the 
Jews who rejected the faith stirred up the 
Gentiles, poisoning their minds against 
the brothers. 3Nevertheless, Paul and 
Barnabas stayed there for quite some 
time, confidently speaking about the 
Lord. And the Lord confirmed the word 
about his grace by the signs and wonders 
he enabled them to perform. 4The people 
of the city were divided—some siding 
with the Jews, others with the Lord’s 
messengers. 5Then some Gentiles and 
Jews, including their leaders, hatched a 
plot to mistreat and stone Paul and Barn-
abas. 6When they learned of it, these two 
messengers fled to the Lycaonian cities 
of Lystra and Derbe and the surrounding 
area, 7where they continued to proclaim 
the good news. 

Healing a crippled man in Lystra
8In Lystra there was a certain man 

who lacked strength in his legs. He had 
been crippled since birth and had never 
walked. Sitting there, he 9heard Paul 
speaking. Paul stared at him and saw 
that he believed he could be healed. 

1 0Raising his voice, Paul said, “Stand up 
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straight on your feet!” He jumped up and 
began to walk. 

     11   Seeing what Paul had done, the crowd 
shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have taken human form and come 
down to visit us!”    12   They referred to Barn-
abas as Zeus and to Paul as Hermes, since 
Paul was the main speaker.    13   The priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was located just out-
side the city, brought bulls and wreaths 
to the city gates. Along with the crowds, 
he wanted to off er sacrifi ces to them. 

     1 4    When the Lord’s messengers Barn-
abas and Paul found out about this, 
they tore their clothes in protest and 
rushed out into the crowd. They shouted, 
   1 5    “People, what are you doing? We are hu-
mans too, just like you! We are proclaim-
ing the good news to you: turn to the 
living God and away from such worthless 
things. He  made the heaven, the earth, 
the sea, and everything in them.    m       1 6    In 
the past, he permitt ed every nation to 
go its own way.    1 7    Nevertheless, he hasn’t 
left  himself without a witness. He has 
blessed you by giving you rain from above 
as well as seasonal harvests, and satisfy-
ing you with food and happiness.”    1 8    Even 
with these words, they barely kept the 
crowds from sacrifi cing to them. 

     1 9    Jews from Antioch and Iconium ar-
rived and won the crowds over. They 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing he was dead.    2 0    When the 
disciples surrounded him, he got up and 

entered the city again. The following day 
he left  with Barnabas for Derbe. 

    Returning to Antioch   
    21   Paul and Barnabas proclaimed the 

good news to the people in Derbe and 
made many disciples. Then they returned 
to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, where 
   22   they strengthened the disciples and 
urged them to remain fi rm in the faith. 
They told them, “If we are to enter God’s 
kingdom, we must pass through many 
troubles.”    23   They appointed elders for 
each church. With prayer and fasting, 
they committ ed these elders to the Lord, 
in whom they had placed their trust. 

     2 4    Aft er Paul and Barnabas traveled 
through Pisidia, they came to Pamphy-
lia.     2 5    They proclaimed the word in Perga, 
then went down to Att alia.    2 6    From there 
they sailed to Antioch, where they had 
been entrusted by God’s grace to the 
work they had now completed.    2 7    On their 
arrival, they gathered the church to-
gether and reported everything that God 
had accomplished through their activity, 
and how God had opened a door of faith 
for the Gentiles.    2 8    They stayed with the 
disciples a long time. 

    The Jerusalem Council   

   15  Some people came down from 
Judea teaching the family of be-

lievers, “Unless you are circumcised ac-
cording to the custom we’ve received 
from Moses, you can’t be saved.”    2    Paul 
and Barnabas took sides against these 
Judeans and argued strongly against 
their position. 

  The church at Antioch appointed Paul, 
Barnabas, and several others from An-
tioch to go up to Jerusalem to set this 
question before the apostles and the el-
ders.    3   The church sent this delegation on 
their way. They traveled through Phoeni-
cia and Samaria, telling stories about the 
conversion of the Gentiles to everyone. 
Their reports thrilled the brothers and 
sisters.    4   When they arrived in Jerusalem, 

Paul and Barnabas Had Good 
Character   Acts 14:8-15
The people of Lystra thought that Paul 
and Barnabas were gods because Paul 
had healed who had been crippled since 
birth. They brought gifts and wanted 
to worship the men. Paul and Barnabas 
could have lived like kings, but being rich 
and famous wasn’t worth changing the 
good news about Jesus. 

ROUTES
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the church, the apostles, and the elders all 
welcomed them. They gave a full report of 
what God had accomplished through their 
activity. 5Some believers from among the 
Pharisees stood up and claimed, “The Gen-
tiles must be circumcised. They must be 
required to keep the Law from Moses.” 

6The apostles and the elders gathered 
to consider this matter. 7After much de-
bate, Peter stood and addressed them, 
“Fellow believers, you know that, early 
on, God chose me from among you as the 
one through whom the Gentiles would 
hear the word of the gospel and come to 
believe. 8God, who knows people’s deepest 
thoughts and desires, confirmed this by 
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did 
to us. 9He made no distinction between 
us and them, but purified their deepest 
thoughts and desires through faith. 10Why 
then are you now challenging God by plac-
ing a burden on the shoulders of these dis-
ciples that neither we nor our ancestors 
could bear? 11On the contrary, we believe 
that we and they are saved in the same 
way, by the grace of the Lord Jesus.”

1 2The entire assembly fell quiet as 
they listened to Barnabas and Paul de-
scribe all the signs and wonders God did 
among the Gentiles through their ac-
tivity. 1 3When Barnabas and Paul also fell 
silent, James responded, “Fellow believ-
ers, listen to me. 1 4Simon reported how, 
in his kindness, God came to the Gentiles 
in the first place, to raise up from them 
a people of God. 1 5The prophets’ words 
agree with this; as it is written, 
 1 6 After this I will return, 
  and I will rebuild David’s fallen tent; 
  I will rebuild  

what has been torn down. 
  I will restore it 
 1 7 so that the rest of humanity  

will seek the Lord, 
  even all the Gentiles  

who belong to me. 
  The Lord says this,  

the one who does these thingsn

 1 8 known from earliest times. 

19Therefore, I conclude that we shouldn’t 
create problems for Gentiles who turn to 
God. 20Instead, we should write a letter, 
telling them to avoid the pollution associ-
ated with idols, sexual immorality, eating 
meat from strangled animals, and con-
suming blood. 21After all, Moses has been 
proclaimed in every city for a long time, 
and is read aloud every Sabbath in every 
synagogue.”

Letter to the Gentile believers
2 2The apostles and the elders, along 

with the entire church, agreed to send 
some delegates chosen from among 
themselves to Antioch, together with 
Paul and Barnabas. They selected Judas 
Barsabbas and Silas, who were leaders 
among the brothers and sisters. 2 3They 
were to carry this letter: 

The apostles and the elders, to the Gen-
tile brothers and sisters in Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings! 24We’ve 
heard that some of our number have 
disturbed you with unsettling words 
we didn’t authorize. 25We reached a 
united decision to select some dele-
gates and send them to you along with 
our dear friends Barnabas and Paul. 
26These people have devoted their lives 
to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
27Therefore, we are sending Judas and 
Silas. They will confirm what we have 
written. 28The Holy Spirit has led us 
to the decision that no burden should 
be placed on you other than these es-
sentials: 29refuse food offered to idols, 
blood, the meat from strangled ani-
mals, and sexual immorality. You will 
do well to avoid such things. Farewell. 
3 0When Barnabas, Paul, and the dele-

gates were sent on their way, they went 
down to Antioch. They gathered the be-
lievers and delivered the letter. 3 1The 
people read it, delighted with its encour-
aging message. 3 2Judas and Silas were 
prophets, and they said many things that 
encouraged and strengthened the broth-
ers and sisters. 3 3Judas and Silas stayed 
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oCritical editions of the Gk New Testament do not include 15:34 Silas decided to remain there.

there awhile, then were sent back with a 
blessing of peace from the brothers and 
sisters to those who fi rst sent them.   o

   3 5    Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, 
where, together with many others, they 
taught and proclaimed the good news of 
the Lord’s word. 

    Paul and Barnabas part company   
    3 6    Some time later, Paul said to Barn-

abas, “Let’s go back and visit all the 
brothers and sisters in every city where 
we preached the Lord’s word. Let’s see 
how they are doing.”    3 7    Barnabas wanted 
to take John Mark with them.    3 8    Paul in-
sisted that they shouldn’t take him along, 
since he had deserted them in Pamphy-
lia and hadn’t continued with them in 
their work.    3 9    Their argument became so 
intense that they went their separate 

ways. Barnabas took Mark and sailed to 
Cyprus.    4 0    Paul chose Silas and left , en-
trusted by the brothers and sisters to the 
Lord’s grace.    4 1    He traveled through Syria 
and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

    Paul adds Timothy   

   16  Paul reached Derbe, and then 
Lystra, where there was a dis-

ciple named Timothy. He was the son of 
a believing Jewish woman and a Greek 
father.    2    The brothers and sisters in Lys-
tra and Iconium spoke well of him.    3    Paul 
wanted to take Timothy with him, so he 
circumcised him. This was because of the 
Jews who lived in those areas, for they 
all knew Timothy’s father was Greek. 
   4    As Paul and his companions traveled 
through the cities, they instructed Gen-
tile believers to keep the regulations 
put in place by the apostles and elders 
in Jerusalem.    5    So the churches were 

strengthened in the faith and every day 
their numbers fl ourished. 

    Vision of the Macedonian   
    6    Paul and his companions traveled 

throughout the regions of Phrygia and 
Galatia because the Holy Spirit kept 
them from speaking the word in the 
province of Asia.    7    When they approached 
the province of Mysia, they tried to enter 
the province of Bithynia, but the Spirit 
of Jesus wouldn’t let them.    8    Passing by 
Mysia, they went down to Troas instead. 
   9    A vision of a man from Macedonia came 
to Paul during the night. He stood urg-
ing Paul, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us!”    1 0    Immediately aft er he saw the 
vision, we prepared to leave for the prov-
ince of Macedonia, concluding that God 
had called us to proclaim the good news 
to them. 

    Lydia’s conversion   
    1 1    We sailed from Troas straight for 

Samothrace and came to Neapolis the 
following day.    1 2    From there we went to 
Philippi, a city of Macedonia’s fi rst dis-
trict and a Roman colony. We stayed in 
that city several days.    1 3    On the Sabbath 
we went outside the city gate to the riv-
erbank, where we thought there might 
be a place for prayer. We sat down and 
began to talk with the women who had 
gathered.    1 4    One of those women was 
Lydia, a Gentile God-worshipper from 
the city of Thyatira, a dealer in purple 
cloth. As she listened, the Lord enabled 
her to embrace Paul’s message.    1 5    Once 
she and her household were baptized, 
she urged, “Now that you have decided 
that I am a believer in the Lord, come and 
stay in my house.” And she persuaded us. 

    Paul and Silas in prison   
    1 6    One day, when we were on the way 

to the place for prayer, we met a slave 
woman. She had a spirit that enabled 
her to predict the future. She made a 
lot of money for her owners through 

People traveled on the sea in ships 
powered by ten to fi fty oarsmen. 
Most ships were used to move cargo. 
When people traveled by ship, they 
often had to bring enough food of 

their own for the entire journey.
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fortune-telling.    1 7    She began following 
Paul and us, shouting, “These people are 
servants of the Most High God! They are 
proclaiming a way of salvation to you!” 
   1 8    She did this for many days. 

  This annoyed Paul so much that he fi -
nally turned and said to the spirit, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ, I command you to 
leave her!” It left  her at that very moment. 

     19   Her owners realized that their hope 
for making money was gone. They grabbed 
Paul and Silas and dragged them before 
the offi  cials in the city center.    20   When 
her owners approached the legal authori-
ties, they said, “These people are causing 
an uproar in our city. They are Jews    21   who 
promote customs that we Romans can’t 
accept or practice.”    22   The crowd joined in 
the att acks against Paul and Silas, so the 
authorities ordered that they be stripped 
of their clothes and beaten with a rod. 
   23   When Paul and Silas had been severely 
beaten, the authorities threw them into 
prison and ordered the jailer to secure 
them with great care.     24   When he received 
these instructions, he threw them into 
the innermost cell and secured their feet 
in stocks. 

     2 5    Around midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the other prisoners were listening 
to them.    2 6    All at once there was such 
a violent earthquake that it shook the 
prison’s foundations. The doors fl ew 

open and everyone’s chains came loose. 
 2 7    When the jailer awoke and saw the 
open doors of the prison, he thought 
the prisoners had escaped, so he drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself. 
 2 8    But Paul shouted loudly, “Don’t harm 
yourself! We’re all here!” 

 2 9    The jailer called for some lights, 
rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul 
and Silas.    3 0    He led them outside and 
asked, “Honorable masters, what must I 
do to be rescued?” 

 3 1    They replied, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 
your entire household.”    3 2    They spoke the 
Lord’s word to him and everyone else in 
his house.    3 3    Right then, in the middle of 
the night, the jailer welcomed them and 
washed their wounds. He and everyone 
in his household were immediately bap-
tized.    3 4    He brought them into his home 
and gave them a meal. He was overjoyed 
because he and everyone in his house-
hold had come to believe in God. 

     3 5    The next morning the legal authori-
ties sent the police to the jailer with the 
order “Release those people.” 

     3 6    So the jailer reported this to Paul, in-
forming him, “The authorities sent word 
that you both are to be released. You can 
leave now. Go in peace.” 

     37   Paul told the police, “Even though we 
are Roman citizens, they beat us publicly 
without fi rst fi nding us guilty of a crime, 

REORIENTING
THE UNFORTUNATE FORTUNE-TELLER   
aCTS 16:16-24

The woman is never addressed as a human being, never seen as anything other than a posses-
sion, a source of income, and annoyance. She either repeated her outbursts about Paul and Silas 
and the disciples’ true faith one too many times, or she mistakenly connected Paul to Zeus or 
some other god whose “salvation” was prosperity or long life. Regardless of the reason, Paul did 
not want to hear it. He cast the spirit out of the woman and didn’t mention her again. There is 
no sense of restoration, healing, or liberation here. What happens next is just an argument be-
tween men that led to further violence. The enslaved woman, silenced, forgotten, and no longer 
a source of income from her owners is never heard from again.

This is a sad commentary on how even faithful Christians can treat other human beings as ob-
jects rather than as people of infi nite dignity and sacred worth.
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and they threw us into prison. And now 
they want to send us away secretly? No 
way! They themselves will have to come 
and escort us out.” 38The police reported 
this to the legal authorities, who were 
alarmed to learn that Paul and Silas 
were Roman citizens. 39They came and 
consoled Paul and Silas, escorting them 
out of prison and begging them to leave 
the city. 

4 0Paul and Silas left the prison and 
made their way to Lydia’s house where 
they encouraged the brothers and sis-
ters. Then they left Philippi. 

More troubles for Paul

17Paul and Silas journeyed through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, then 

came to Thessalonica, where there was 
a Jewish synagogue. 2As was Paul’s cus-
tom, he entered the synagogue and for 
three Sabbaths interacted with them 
on the basis of the scriptures. 3Through 
his interpretation of the scriptures, he 
demonstrated that the Christ had to suf-
fer and rise from the dead. He declared, 
“This Jesus whom I proclaim to you is 
the Christ.” 4Some were convinced and 
joined Paul and Silas, including a larger 
number of Greek God-worshippers and 
quite a few prominent women. 

5But the Jews became jealous and 
brought along some thugs who were 
hanging out in the marketplace. They 
formed a mob and started a riot in the 
city. They attacked Jason’s house, in-
tending to bring Paul and Silas before 
the people. 6When they didn’t find them, 
they dragged Jason and some believ-
ers before the city officials. They were 
shouting, “These people who have been 
disturbing the peace throughout the em-
pire have also come here. 7What is more, 
Jason has welcomed them into his home. 
Every one of them does what is contrary 
to Caesar’s decrees by naming someone 
else as king: Jesus.” 8This provoked the 
crowd and the city officials even more. 
9After Jason and the others posted bail, 
they released them. 

1 0As soon as it was dark, the brothers 

and sisters sent Paul and Silas on to 
Beroea. When they arrived, they went 
to the Jewish synagogue. 1 1The Beroean 
Jews were more honorable than those 
in Thessalonica. This was evident in the 
great eagerness with which they ac-
cepted the word and examined the scrip-
tures each day to see whether Paul and 
Silas’ teaching was true. 1 2Many came to 
believe, including a number of reputable 
Greek women and many Greek men. 

1 3The Jews from Thessalonica learned 
that Paul also proclaimed God’s word in 
Beroea, so they went there too and were 
upsetting and disturbing the crowds. 
1 4The brothers and sisters sent Paul away 
to the seacoast at once, but Silas and 
Timothy remained at Beroea. 1 5Those 
who escorted Paul led him as far as Ath-
ens, then returned with instructions 
for Silas and Timothy to come to him as 
quickly as possible. 

1 6While Paul waited for them in Ath-
ens, he was deeply distressed to find 
that the city was flooded with idols. 1 7He 
began to interact with the Jews and Gen-
tile God-worshippers in the synagogue. 
He also addressed whoever happened to 
be in the marketplace each day. 1 8Cer-
tain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
engaged him in discussion too. Some 
said, “What an amateur! What’s he trying 
to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to 
be a proclaimer of foreign gods.” (They 
said this because he was preaching the 
good news about Jesus and the resurrec-
tion.) 1 9They took him into custody and 
brought him to the council on Mars Hill. 
“What is this new teaching? Can we learn 
what you are talking about? 2 0You’ve told 
us some strange things and we want to 
know what they mean.” (2 1They said this 
because all Athenians as well as the for-
eigners who live in Athens used to spend 
their time doing nothing but talking 
about or listening to the newest thing.) 

2 2Paul stood up in the middle of the 
council on Mars Hill and said, “People 
of Athens, I see that you are very reli-
gious in every way. 2 3As I was walking 
through town and carefully observing 
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your objects of worship, I even found 
an altar with this inscription: ‘To an un-
known God.’ What you worship as un-
known, I now proclaim to you.    2 4    God, 
who made the world and everything in 
it, is Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn’t 
live in temples made with human hands. 
 2 5    Nor is God served by human hands, as 
though he needed something, since he is 
the one who gives life, breath, and every-
thing else.    2 6    From one person God cre-
ated every human nation to live on the 
whole earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of 
their lands.    2 7    God made the nations so 
they would seek him, perhaps even reach 
out to him and fi nd him. In fact, God isn’t 
far away from any of us.    2 8    In God we live, 
move, and exist. As some of your own 
poets said, ‘We are his off spring.’ 

 2 9    “Therefore, as God’s off spring, we 
have no need to imagine that the divine 
being is like a gold, silver, or stone image 
made by human skill and thought.    3 0    God 
overlooks ignorance of these things in 
times past, but now directs everyone 
everywhere to change their hearts and 
lives.    3 1    This is because God has set a day 
when he intends to judge the world justly 
by a man he has appointed. God has given 
proof of this to everyone by raising him 
from the dead.”

 3 2    When they heard about the resur-
rection from the dead, some began to 
ridicule Paul. However, others said, “We’ll 
hear from you about this again.”    3 3    At 
that, Paul left  the council.    3 4    Some people 

joined him and came to believe, includ-
ing Dionysius, a member of the council 
on Mars Hill, a woman named Damaris, 
and several others. 

    Paul in Corinth   

18  Aft er this, Paul left  Athens and 
went to Corinth.    2    There he found 

a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus. 
He had recently come from Italy with 
his wife Priscilla because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul vis-
ited with them.    3    Because they practiced 
the same trade, he stayed and worked 
with them. They all worked with leather.  
   4    Every Sabbath he interacted with 
people in the synagogue, trying to con-
vince both Jews and Greeks.    5    Once Silas 
and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, 
Paul devoted himself fully to the word, 
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the 
Christ.    6    When they opposed and slan-
dered him, he shook the dust from his 
clothes in protest and said to them, “You 
are responsible for your own fates! I’m 
innocent! From now on I’ll go to the Gen-
tiles!”    7    He left  the synagogue and went 
next door to the home of Titius Justus, 
a Gentile God-worshipper.    8    Crispus, the 
synagogue leader, and his entire house-
hold came to believe in the Lord. Many 
Corinthians believed and were baptized 
aft er listening to Paul. 

     9    One night the Lord said to Paul in a vi-
sion, “Don’t be afraid. Continue speaking. 
Don’t be silent.    1 0    I’m with you and no one 
who att acks you will harm you, for I have 
many people in this city.”    1 1    So he stayed 
there for eighteen months, teaching 
God’s word among them. 

     1 2    Now when Gallio was the gover-
nor of the province of Achaia, the Jews 
united in their opposition against Paul 
and brought him before the court.    1 3    “This 
man is persuading others to worship God 
unlawfully,” they declared. 

     1 4    Just as Paul was about to speak, 
Gallio said to the Jews, “If there had 
been some sort of injury or criminal be-
havior, I would have reason to accept 
your complaint.    1 5    However, since these 

Make the Message Fit the 
Audience   Acts 17:22-31

Paul’s speech before the Athenian coun-
cil focuses on the one creator God wor-
thy of devotion. As a Jew, Paul identifi ed 
the creator God with the God of Israel. 
But since he now addresses a non-
Jewish Greek audience, Paul makes no 
reference to the Old Testament or to 
Israel’s history.  

BIG PICTURE
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are squabbles about a message, names, 
and your own Law, deal with them your-
selves. I have no desire to sit in judgment 
over such things.”    1 6    He expelled them 
from the court,    1 7    but everyone seized 
Sosthenes, the synagogue leader, and 
gave him a beating in the presence of the 
governor. None of this matt ered to Gallio. 

     1 8    Aft er Paul stayed in Corinth for some 
time, he said good-bye to the brothers 
and sisters. At the Corinthian seaport of 
Cenchreae he had his head shaved, since 
he had made a solemn promise. Then, 
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila, he 
sailed away to Syria.    1 9    Aft er they arrived 
in Ephesus, he left  Priscilla and Aquila 
and entered the synagogue and inter-
acted with the Jews.    2 0    They asked him to 
stay longer, but he declined.    2 1    As he said 
farewell to them, though, he added, “God 
willing, I will return.” Then he sailed off  
from Ephesus.    2 2    He arrived in Caesarea, 
went up to Jerusalem and greeted the 
church, and then went down to Antioch. 

     2 3    Aft er some time there he left  and 
traveled from place to place in the region 
of Galatia and the district of Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples. 

    Apollos and his ministry   
    2 4    Meanwhile, a certain Jew named 

Apollos arrived in Ephesus. He was 
a native of Alexandria and was well-
educated and eff ective in his use of the 
scriptures.    2 5    He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord and spoke as one 

stirred up by the Spirit. He taught ac-
curately the things about Jesus, even 
though he was aware only of the baptism 
John proclaimed and practiced.    2 6    He 
began speaking with confi dence in the 
synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila 
heard him, they received him into their 
circle of friends and explained to him 
God’s way more accurately.    2 7    When he 
wanted to travel to Achaia, the brothers 
and sisters encouraged him and wrote 
to the disciples so they would open their 
homes to him. Once he arrived, he was 
of great help to those who had come to 
believe through grace.    2 8    He would vigor-
ously defeat Jewish arguments in public 
debate, using the scriptures to prove that 
Jesus was the Christ. 

    Paul in Ephesus   

   19  While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul 
took a route through the interior 

and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples.    2    He asked them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you came to 
believe?” 

  They replied, “We’ve not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

     3    Then he said, “What baptism did you 
receive, then?” 

  They answered, “John’s baptism.” 
     4    Paul explained, “John baptized with 

a baptism by which people showed they 
were changing their hearts and lives. 
It was a baptism that told people about 
the one who was coming aft er him. This 

REORIENTING
THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS GROWS   
aCTS 18:18-23

Churches spread throughout the world because faithful followers of Jesus traveled and started 
churches everywhere they could. Paul went to Corinth and started a church there. Then he 
went to Ephesus and Caesarea. Everywhere he went he was greeted by friends and he met 
new people. Together they told people the good news about Jesus and started churches where 
people could follow Jesus and worship the Lord. 

Do you know who started your church? Every church has its own story, but we are all connected 
to the apostles, such as Paul and Peter, who planted early churches that spread the good news 
of Jesus all over the world.
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pOr fi fty thousand silver drachmen (a drachme is equivalent in value to a denarion, a typical day’s wage).

is the one in whom they were to believe. 
This one is Jesus.”    5    Aft er they listened 
to Paul, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.    6    When Paul placed his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they began speaking in other 
languages and prophesying.    7    Altogether, 
there were about twelve people. 

     8    Paul went to the synagogue and 
spoke confi dently for the next three 
months. He interacted with those pres-
ent and off ered convincing arguments 
concerning the nature of God’s kingdom. 
   9    Some people had closed their minds, 
though. They refused to believe and pub-
licly slandered the Way. As a result, Paul 
left  them, took the disciples with him, 
and continued his daily interactions in 
Tyrannus’ lecture hall.    1 0    This went on for 
two years, so that everyone living in the 
province of Asia—both Jews and Greeks—
heard the Lord’s word. 

     1 1    God was doing unusual miracles 
through Paul.    1 2    Even the small towels 
and aprons that had touched his skin 
were taken to the sick, and their diseases 
were cured and the evil spirits left  them. 

     1 3    There were some Jews who traveled 
around throwing out evil spirits. They 
tried to use the power of the name of 
the Lord Jesus against some people with 
evil spirits. They said, “In the name of the 
Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command 

you!”    1 4    The seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish 
chief priest, were doing this. 

 1 5    The evil spirit replied, “I know Jesus 
and I’m familiar with Paul, but who are 
you?”    1 6    The person who had an evil spirit 
jumped on them and overpowered them 
all with such force that they ran out of 
that house naked and wounded.    1 7    This 
became known to the Jews and Greeks 
living in Ephesus. Everyone was seized 
with fear and they held the name of the 
Lord Jesus in the highest regard. 

     1 8    Many of those who had come to be-
lieve came, confessing their past prac-
tices.    1 9    This included a number of people 
who practiced sorcery. They collected 
their sorcery texts and burned them pub-
licly. The value of those materials was 
calculated at more than someone might 
make if they worked for one hundred 
sixty-fi ve years.   p       2 0    In this way the Lord’s 
word grew abundantly and strengthened 
powerfully. 

 21   Once these things had come to an 
end, Paul, guided by the Spirit, decided to 
return to Jerusalem, taking a route that 
would carry him through the provinces 
of Macedonia and Achaia. He said, “Aft er 
I have been there, I must visit Rome as 
well.”    22   He sent two of his assistants, Tim-
othy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he 
remained awhile in the province of Asia. 

 2 3    At that time a great disturbance 
erupted about the Way.    2 4    There was a 
silversmith named Demetrius. He made 
silver models of Artemis’ temple, and his 
business generated a lot of profi t for the 
craft speople.    2 5    He called a meeting with 
these craft speople and others working 
in related trades and said, “Friends, you 
know that we make an easy living from 
this business.    2 6    And you can see and hear 
that this Paul has convinced and misled a 
lot of people, not only in Ephesus but also 
throughout most of the province of Asia. 
He says that gods made by human hands 
aren’t really gods.    2 7    This poses a danger 
not only by discrediting our trade but 
also by completely dishonoring the great 

Believe, Receive   Acts 19:1-6

While Paul was traveling, he encoun-
tered some people who believed Jesus 
is God’s Son. They had been baptized 
in water, like John the Baptist taught, 
to show that they were changing their 
hearts and lives. Paul explained about 
Jesus, so they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Then Paul prayed for 
them, and the Holy Spirit caused them to 
praise God in other languages. First they 
were taught, then they believed, and fi -
nally they received.    

BIG PICTURE
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goddess Artemis. The whole province of 
Asia—indeed, the entire civilized world—
worships her, but her splendor will soon 
be extinguished.”

     28   Once they heard this, they were be-
side themselves with anger and began to 
shout, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 

     29   The city was thrown into turmoil. 
They rushed as one into the theater. 
They seized Gaius and Aristarchus, 
Paul’s traveling companions from the 
province of Macedonia.    30   Paul wanted to 
appear before the assembly, but the dis-
ciples wouldn’t allow him.    31   Even some 
offi  cials of the province of Asia, who 
were Paul’s friends, sent word to him, 
urging him not to risk going into the 
theater.    32   Meanwhile, the assembly was 
in a state of confusion. Some shouted 
one thing, others shouted something 
else, and most of the crowd didn’t know 
why they had gathered.    33   The Jews sent 
Alexander to the front, and some of the 
crowd directed their words toward him. 
He gestured that he wanted to off er 
a defense before the assembly,    34   but 
when they realized he was a Jew, they all 
shouted in unison, “Great is Artemis of 
the Ephesians!” This continued for about 
two hours. 

     3 5    The city manager brought order to 
the crowd and said, “People of Ephesus, 
doesn’t everyone know that the city of 
Ephesus is guardian of the temple of the 
great Artemis and of her image, which 
fell from heaven?    3 6    Therefore, since 
these facts are undeniable, you must 
calm down. Don’t be reckless.    3 7    The men 
you brought here have neither robbed 
the temple nor slandered our goddess. 
   3 8    Therefore, if Demetrius and the craft s-
people with him have a charge against 
anyone, the courts are in session and 
governors are available. They can press 
charges against each other there.    3 9    Addi-
tional disputes can be resolved in a legal 
assembly.    4 0    As for us, we are in danger of 
being charged with rioting today, since 
we can’t justify this unruly gathering.” 
   4 1    Aft er he said this, he dismissed the 
assembly. 

    Paul visits Macedonia and Greece   

   20  When the riot was over, Paul 
sent for the disciples, encour-

aged them, said good-bye, and left  for 
the province of Macedonia.    2    He trav-
eled through that region with a mes-
sage of encouragement. When he came 
to Greece,    3    he stayed for three months. 
Because the Jews hatched a plot against 
Paul as he was about to sail for Syria, he 
decided instead to return through Mace-
donia.    4    He was accompanied by Sopater, 
Pyrrhus’ son from Beroea, Aristarchus 
and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius 
from Derbe, Timothy, and Tychicus and 
Trophimus from the province of Asia. 
   5    They went on ahead and waited for us in 
Troas.    6    We sailed from Philippi aft er the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread and met 
them fi ve days later in Troas, where we 
stayed for a week. 

    Meeting with believers in Troas   
    7    On the fi rst day of the week, as we 

gathered together for a meal, Paul was 
holding a discussion with them. Since 
he was leaving the next day, he con-
tinued talking until midnight.    8    There 
were many lamps in the upstairs room 
where we had gathered.    9    A young man 
named Eutychus was sitt ing in the win-
dow. He was sinking into a deep sleep 
as Paul talked on and on. When he was 
sound asleep, he fell from the third fl oor 

What kinds of people did Paul 
meet during his travels?   Acts 19

Paul traveled many places teaching 
people about Jesus and how to live as 
Christians. When he got to Ephesus, 
he met people who had “closed their 
minds” (Acts 19:9) and people who prac-
ticed sorcery. Paul’s preaching threat-
ened the local economy, including the 
silversmith’s business of making silver 
idols. Paul caused quite a disturbance 
among the people, especially with those 
who didn’t see his message as good 
news for their livelihoods.  

BIG PICTURE
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qOr with the death of his own, or with his own death

and died.    1 0    Paul went down, fell on him 
and embraced him, then said, “Don’t be 
alarmed. He’s alive!”    1 1    Then Paul went 
back upstairs and ate. He talked for a 
long time—right up until daybreak—then 
he left .    1 2    They took the young man away 
alive, and they were greatly comforted. 

    Farewell to the Ephesian leaders   
 13   We went on to the ship and sailed for 

Assos, where we intended to take Paul 
on board. Paul had arranged this, since 
he intended to make his way there by 
land.    14   When he met us at Assos, we took 
him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 
   15   The next day we sailed from there and 
arrived opposite Chios. On the day aft er, 
we sailed to Samos, and on the follow-
ing day we came to Miletus.    16   Paul had 
decided to sail past Ephesus so that he 
wouldn’t need to spend too much time 
in the province of Asia. He was hurrying 
to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by Pente-
cost Day. 

     17   From Miletus he sent a message to 
Ephesus calling for the church’s elders 
to meet him.    18   When they arrived, he said 
to them, “You know how I lived among 
you the whole time I was with you, be-
ginning with the fi rst day I arrived in 
the province of Asia.    19   I served the Lord 
with great humility and with tears in the 
midst of trials that came upon me be-
cause of the Jews’ schemes.    20   You know 
I held back nothing that would be help-
ful so that I could proclaim to you and 
teach you both publicly and privately in 
your homes.    21   You know I have testifi ed 
to both Jews and Greeks that they must 
change their hearts and lives as they 
turn to God and have faith in our Lord 
Jesus.    22   Now, compelled by the Spirit, 
I’m going to Jerusalem. I don’t know 
what will happen to me there.    23   What I 
do know is that the Holy Spirit testifi es 
to me from city to city that prisons and 
troubles await me.    24   But nothing, not 
even my life, is more important than my 
completing my mission. This is nothing 

other than the ministry I received from 
the Lord Jesus: to testify about the good 
news of God’s grace. 

 2 5    “I know that none of you will see me 
again—you among whom I traveled and 
proclaimed the kingdom.    2 6    Therefore, 
today I testify to you that I’m not re-
sponsible for anyone’s fate.    2 7    I haven’t 
avoided proclaiming the entire plan of 
God to you.    2 8    Watch yourselves and the 
whole fl ock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
placed you as supervisors, to shepherd 
God’s church, which he obtained with 
the death of his own Son.   q       2 9    I know that, 
aft er my departure, savage wolves will 
come in among you and won’t spare the 
fl ock.    3 0    Some of your own people will dis-
tort the word in order to lure followers 
aft er them.    3 1    Stay alert! Remember that 
for three years I constantly and tearfully 
warned each one of you. I never stopped 
warning you!    3 2    Now I entrust you to God 
and the message of his grace, which is 
able to build you up and give you an in-
heritance among all whom God has made 
holy.    3 3    I haven’t craved anyone’s silver, 
gold, or clothing.    3 4    You yourselves know 
that I have provided for my own needs 
and for those of my companions with my 
own hands.    3 5    In everything I have shown 
you that, by working hard, we must help 
the weak. In this way we remember the 
Lord Jesus’ words: ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’ ”

Paul’s Life, God’s Mission   
Acts 20:24

Paul believed that it was more impor-
tant to tell people about the good news 
of God’s grace than do anything else in 
life. Jesus gave Paul this mission, and 
Paul was determined to fulfi ll it. Knowing 
Jesus changed Paul’s heart and life.  Paul 
knew that other people needed to expe-
rience the power of God’s love and grace 
in their lives. He spent the rest of his life 
telling others about Jesus.   

BIG PICTURE
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36After he said these things, he knelt 
down with all of them to pray. 37They 
cried uncontrollably as everyone em-
braced and kissed Paul. 38They were espe-
cially grieved by his statement that they 
would never see him again. Then they ac-
companied him to the ship. 

Paul travels to Jerusalem

21After we tore ourselves away from 
them, we set sail on a straight 

course to Cos, reaching Rhodes the next 
day, and then Patara. 2We found a ship 
crossing over to Phoenicia, boarded, and 
put out to sea. 3We spotted Cyprus, but 
passed by it on our left. We sailed on to 
the province of Syria and landed in Tyre, 
where the ship was to unload its cargo. 
4We found the disciples there and stayed 
with them for a week. Compelled by the 
Spirit, they kept telling Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem. 5When our time had come to 
an end, we departed. All of them, includ-
ing women and children, accompanied us 
out of town where we knelt on the beach 
and prayed. 6We said good-bye to each 
other, then we boarded the ship and they 
returned to their homes. 

7Continuing our voyage, we sailed 
from Tyre and arrived in Ptolemais. We 
greeted the brothers and sisters there 
and spent a day with them. 8The next day 
we left and came to Caesarea. We went to 
the house of Philip the evangelist, one of 
the Seven, and stayed with him. 9He had 
four unmarried daughters who were in-
volved in the work of prophecy. 1 0After 
staying there for several days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 
1 1He came to us, took Paul’s belt, tied his 
own feet and hands, and said, “This is 
what the Holy Spirit says: ‘In Jerusalem 
the Jews will bind the man who owns this 
belt, and they will hand him over to the 
Gentiles.’ ” 1 2When we heard this, we and 
the local believers urged Paul not to go 
up to Jerusalem. 

13Paul replied, “Why are you doing 
this? Why are you weeping and break-
ing my heart? I’m ready not only to be 
arrested but even to die in Jerusalem 

for the sake of the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” 

1 4Since we couldn’t talk him out of it, 
the only thing we could say was, “The 
Lord’s will be done.” 

1 5After this, we got ready and made 
our way up to Jerusalem. 1 6Some of the 
disciples from Caesarea accompanied us 
and led us to Mnason’s home, where we 
were guests. He was from Cyprus and 
had been a disciple a long time. 1 7When 
we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers 
and sisters welcomed us warmly. 

Meeting the Jerusalem church 
leaders

18On the next day Paul and the rest of 
us went to see James. All of the elders 
were present. 19After greeting them, he 
gave them a detailed report of what God 
had done among the Gentiles through his 
ministry. 20Those who heard this praised 
God. Then they said to him, “Brother, you 
see how many thousands of Jews have 
become believers, and all of them keep 
the Law passionately. 21They have been 
informed that you teach all the Jews 
who live among the Gentiles to reject 
Moses, telling them not to circumcise 
their children nor to live according to 
our customs. 22What about this? Without 
a doubt, they will hear that you have ar-
rived. 23You must therefore do what we 
tell you. Four men among us have made 
a solemn promise. 24Take them with you, 
go through the purification ritual with 
them, and pay the cost of having their 
heads shaved. Everyone will know there 
is nothing to those reports about you but 
that you too live a life in keeping with 
the Law. 25As for the Gentile believers, 
we wrote a letter about what we decided, 
that they avoid food offered to idols, 
blood, the meat from strangled animals, 
and sexual immorality.” 26The following 
day Paul took the men with him and went 
through the purification ritual with 
them. He entered the temple and pub-
licly announced the completion of the 
days of purification, when the offering 
would be presented for each one of them. 
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    Paul seized by the people   
 2 7    When the seven days of purifi ca-

tion were almost over, the Jews from the 
province of Asia saw Paul in the temple. 
Grabbing him, they threw the whole 
crowd into confusion by shouting,    2 8    “Fel-
low Israelites! Help! This is the man who 
teaches everyone everywhere against 
our people, the Law, and this place. Not 
only that, he has even brought Greeks 
into the temple and defi led this holy 
place.” (   2 9    They said this because they had 
seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city 

with him earlier, and they assumed Paul 
had brought him into the temple.)    3 0    The 
entire city was stirred up. The people 
came rushing, seized Paul, and dragged 
him out of the temple. Immediately the 
gates were closed.    3 1    While they were try-
ing to kill him, a report reached the com-
mander of a company of soldiers that all 
Jerusalem was in a state of confusion. 
 3 2    Without a moment’s hesitation, he took 
some soldiers and offi  cers and ran down 
to the mob. When the mob saw the com-
mander and his soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul.    3 3    When the commander ar-
rived, he arrested Paul and ordered him 
to be bound with two chains. Only then 
did he begin to ask who Paul was and 
what he had done. 

     3 4    Some in the crowd shouted one 
thing, others shouted something else. 
Because of the commotion, he couldn’t 
learn the truth, so he ordered that Paul 
be taken to the military headquarters. 
   3 5    When Paul reached the steps, he had to 
be carried by the soldiers in order to pro-
tect him from the violence of the crowd. 
   3 6    The mob that followed kept screaming, 
“Away with him!” 

     3 7    As Paul was about to be taken into 
the military headquarters, he asked the 
commander, “May I speak with you?” 

  He answered, “Do you know Greek? 
   3 8    Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a 

revolt and led four thousand terrorists 
into the desert some time ago?”

 3 9    Paul replied, “I’m a Jew from Tar-
sus in Cilicia, a citizen of an important 
city. Please, let me speak to the people.” 
 4 0    With the commander’s permission, 
Paul stood on the steps and gestured to 
the people. When they were quiet, he ad-
dressed them in Aramaic. 

    Paul’s defense before his accusers   

22   “Brothers and fathers, listen now 
to my defense.”    2    When they heard 

him address them in Aramaic, they be-
came even more quiet.    3    Paul continued, 
“I’m a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia but 
raised in this city. Under Gamaliel’s in-
struction, I was trained in the strict in-
terpretation of our ancestral Law. I am 
passionately loyal to God, just like you 
who are gathered here today.    4    I harassed 
those who followed this Way to their 
death, arresting and delivering both men 
and women into prison.    5    The high priest 
and the whole Jerusalem Council can 
testify about me. I received lett ers from 
them, addressed to our associates in Da-
mascus, then went there to bring those 
who were arrested to Jerusalem so they 
could be punished. 

     6    “During that journey, about noon, as I 
approached Damascus, suddenly a bright 
light from heaven encircled me.    7    I fell to 
the ground and heard a voice asking me, 
‘Saul, Saul, why are you harassing me?’ 
   8    I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ ‘I am 
Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are ha-
rassing,’ he replied.    9    My traveling com-
panions saw the light, but they didn’t 
hear the voice of the one who spoke to 
me.    1 0    I asked, ‘What should I do, Lord?’ 
‘Get up,’ the Lord replied, ‘and go into 
Damascus. There you will be told every-
thing you have been appointed to do.’    1 1    I 
couldn’t see because of the brightness of 
that light, so my companions led me by 
the hand into Damascus. 

     1 2    “There was a certain man named 
Ananias. According to the standards 
of the Law, he was a pious man who en-
joyed the respect of all the Jews living 

Gamaliel was a leading authority 
in Israel and a Pharisee who 
encouraged tolerance toward the 
followers of Jesus (see Acts 5:34). 
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rExod 22:28

there. 1 3He came and stood beside me. 
‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ he said. 
Instantly, I regained my sight and I could 
see him. 1 4He said, ‘The God of our ances-
tors has selected you to know his will, 
to see the righteous one, and to hear his 
voice. 1 5You will be his witness to every-
one concerning what you have seen and 
heard. 1 6What are you waiting for? Get 
up, be baptized, and wash away your sins 
as you call on his name.’ 

1 7“When I returned to Jerusalem and 
was praying in the temple, I had a vision-
ary experience. 1 8I saw the Lord speaking 
to me. ‘Hurry!’ he said. ‘Leave Jerusalem 
at once because they won’t accept your 
testimony about me.’ 1 9I responded, ‘Lord, 
these people know I used to go from one 
synagogue to the next, beating those who 
believe in you and throwing them into 
prison. 2 0When Stephen your witness 
was being killed, I stood there giving my 
approval, even watching the clothes that 
belonged to those who were killing him.’ 
2 1Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go! I will send 
you far away to the Gentiles.’ ”

2 2The crowd listened to Paul until 
he said this. Then they shouted, “Away 
with this man! He’s not fit to live!” 2 3As 
they were screaming, throwing off their 
garments, and flinging dust into the air, 
2 4the commander directed that Paul be 
taken into the military headquarters. He 
ordered that Paul be questioned under 
the whip so that he could find out why 
they were shouting at him like this. 

2 5As they were stretching him out and 
tying him down with straps, Paul said to 
the centurion standing there, “Can you 
legally whip a Roman citizen who hasn’t 
been found guilty in court?” 

2 6When the centurion heard this, he 
went to the commander and reported 
it. He asked, “What are you about to do? 
This man is a Roman citizen!” 

2 7The commander went to Paul and 
demanded, “Tell me! Are you a Roman 
citizen?” 

He said, “Yes.” 

2 8The commander replied, “It cost me a 
lot of money to buy my citizenship.” 

Paul said, “I’m a citizen by birth.” 2 9At 
once those who were about to examine 
him stepped away. The commander was 
alarmed when he realized he had bound 
a Roman citizen. 

Paul appears before the Jewish 
council

3 0The commander still wanted to 
know the truth about why Paul was being 
accused by the Jews. Therefore, the next 
day he ordered the chief priests and the 
entire Jerusalem Council to assemble. 
Then he took Paul out of prison and had 
him stand before them. 

23Paul stared at the council and 
said, “Brothers, I have lived my life 

with an altogether clear conscience right 
up to this very day.” 2The high priest Ana-
nias ordered those standing beside Paul 
to strike him in the mouth. 3Then Paul 
said to him, “God is about to strike you, 
you whitewashed wall! You sit and judge 
me according to the Law, yet disobey the 
Law by ordering that I be struck.” 

4Those standing near him asked, “You 
dare to insult God’s high priest?” 

5Paul replied, “Brothers, I wasn’t aware 
that he was the high priest. It is written, 
You will not speak evil about a ruler of 
your people.”r 

6Knowing that some of them were 
Sadducees and the others Pharisees, 
Paul exclaimed in the council, “Brothers, 
I’m a Pharisee and a descendant of Phari-
sees. I am on trial because of my hope in 
the resurrection of the dead!” 

7These words aroused a dispute be-
tween the Pharisees and Sadducees, and 
the assembly was divided. 8This is be-
cause Sadducees say that there’s no res-
urrection, angel, or spirit, but Pharisees 
affirm them all. 9Council members were 
shouting loudly. Some Pharisees who 
were legal experts stood up and insisted 
forcefully, “We find nothing wrong with 
this man! What if a spirit or angel has 

Navigators Bible Book.indb   1301 12/4/17   1:38 PM

©2018 Common English Bible - Do not reprint without permission from the publisher.



acts 23:10        1302    

spoken to him?” 1 0The dispute became so 
heated that the commander feared they 
might tear Paul to pieces. He ordered 
soldiers to go down and remove him by 
force from their midst. Then they took 
him back to the military headquarters. 

1 1The following night the Lord stood 
near Paul and said, “Be encouraged! Just 
as you have testified about me in Jerusa-
lem, so too you must testify in Rome.” 

A murder plot discovered
12The next morning some Jewish lead-

ers formulated a plot and solemnly prom-
ised that they wouldn’t eat or drink until 
they had killed Paul. 13More than forty 
people were involved in the conspiracy. 
14They went to the chief priests and elders 
and said, “We have solemnly promised 
to eat nothing until we have killed Paul. 
15You and the council must explain to the 
commander that you need Paul brought 
down to you. Pretend that you want to 
examine his case more closely. We’re pre-
pared to kill him before he arrives.”

1 6Paul’s sister had a son who heard 
about the ambush and he came to the 
military headquarters and reported it to 
Paul. 1 7Paul called for one of the centuri-
ons and said, “Take this young man to the 
commander because he has something to 
report to him.” 

1 8He took him to the commander 
and said, “The prisoner Paul asked me 
to bring this young man to you. He has 
something to tell you.” 

1 9The commander took him by the 
hand and withdrew to a place where they 
could speak privately. He asked, “What 
do you have to report to me?” 

2 0He replied, “The Jewish leaders have 
conspired to ask that you bring Paul 
down to the council tomorrow. They will 
pretend that they want to investigate his 
case more closely. 2 1Don’t fall for it! More 
than forty of them are waiting to am-
bush him. They have solemnly promised 
not to eat or drink until they have killed 
him. They are ready now, awaiting your 
consent.”

22The commander dismissed the young 

man, ordering him, “Don’t tell anyone 
that you brought this to my attention.” 

2 3The commander called two centu-
rions and said, “Prepare two hundred 
soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two 
hundred spearmen to leave for Caesarea 
at nine o’clock tonight. 2 4Have horses 
ready for Paul to ride, so they may take 
him safely to Governor Felix.” 2 5He wrote 
the following letter: 

2 6Claudius Lysias, to the most hon-
orable Governor Felix: Greetings. 
2 7This man was seized by the Jews 
and was almost killed by them. I was 
nearby with a unit of soldiers, and I 
rescued him when I discovered that 
he was a Roman citizen. 2 8I wanted to 
find out why they were accusing him, 
so I brought him to their council. 2 9I 
discovered that they were accusing 
him about questions related to their 
Law. I found no charge deserving of 
death or imprisonment. 3 0When I was 
informed of a conspiracy against his 
life, I sent him to you at once and or-
dered his accusers to bring their case 
against him before you. 
3 1Following their orders, the soldiers 

took Paul during the night and brought 
him to Antipatris. 3 2The following day 
they let the horsemen continue on with 
Paul while they returned to the military 
headquarters in Jerusalem. 3 3The horse-
men entered Caesarea, delivered the 
letter to the governor, and brought Paul 
before him. 3 4After he read the letter, 
he asked Paul about his home province. 
When he learned that he was from Cili-
cia, 3 5the governor said, “I will hear your 
case when your accusers arrive.” Then he 
ordered that Paul be kept in custody in 
Herod’s palace. 

Paul’s trial before Felix

24Five days later the high priest 
Ananias came down with some 

elders and a lawyer named Tertullus. 
They pressed charges against Paul be-
fore the governor. 2After the governor 
summoned Paul, Tertullus began to make 
his case against him. He declared, “Under 
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sCritical editions of the Gk New Testament do not include We wanted to put him on trial according to our 
Law, 7but Lysias the commander arrived and took him from our hands with great force. 8Then he ordered 
his accusers to appear before you. 

your leadership, we have experienced 
substantial peace, and your administra-
tion has brought reforms to our nation. 
3Always and everywhere, most honorable 
Felix, we acknowledge this with deep 
gratitude. 4I don’t want to take too much 
of your time, so I ask that you listen with 
your usual courtesy to our brief state-
ment of the facts. 5We have found this 
man to be a troublemaker who stirs up 
riots among all the Jews throughout the 
empire. He’s a ringleader of the Nazarene 
faction 6and even tried to defile the tem-
ple. That’s when we arrested him.s 8By 
examining him yourself, you will be able 
to verify the allegations we are bringing 
against him.” 9The Jews reinforced the 
action against Paul, affirming the truth 
of these accusations. 

1 0The governor nodded at Paul, giving 
him permission to speak. 

He responded, “I know that you have 
been judge over this nation for many 
years, so I gladly offer my own defense. 
1 1You can verify that I went up to wor-
ship in Jerusalem no more than twelve 
days ago. 1 2They didn’t find me arguing 
with anyone in the temple or stirring 
up a crowd, whether in the synagogue 
or anywhere else in the city. 1 3Nor can 
they prove to you the allegations they 
are now bringing against me. 1 4I do admit 
this to you, that I am a follower of the 
Way, which they call a faction. Accord-
ingly, I worship the God of our ancestors 
and believe everything set out in the Law 
and written in the Prophets. 1 5The hope I 
have in God I also share with my accus-
ers, that there will be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the unrighteous. 
1 6On account of this, I have committed 
myself to maintaining a clear conscience 
before God and with all people. 1 7After an 
absence of several years, I came to Jeru-
salem to bring gifts for the poor of my na-
tion and to offer sacrifices. 1 8When they 
found me in the temple, I was ritually 

pure. There was no crowd and no distur-
bance. 1 9But there were some Jews from 
the province of Asia. They should be here 
making their accusations, if indeed they 
have something against me. 2 0In their 
absence, have these people who are here 
declare what crime they found when 
I stood before the Jerusalem Council. 
2 1Perhaps it concerns this one statement 
that I blurted out when I was with them: 
‘I am on trial before you today because of 
the resurrection of the dead.’ ”

22Felix, who had an accurate under-
standing of the Way, adjourned the meet-
ing. He said, “When Lysias the commander 
arrives from Jerusalem, I will decide this 
case.” 23He arranged for a centurion to 
guard Paul. He was to give Paul some free-
dom, and his friends were not to be hin-
dered in their efforts to provide for him. 

Paul in custody
2 4After several days, Felix came with 

his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and 
summoned Paul. He listened to him talk 
about faith in Christ Jesus. 2 5When he 
spoke about upright behavior, self-con-
trol, and the coming judgment, Felix be-
came fearful and said, “Go away for now! 
When I have time, I’ll send for you.” 2 6At 
the same time, he was hoping that Paul 
would offer him some money, so he often 
sent for him and talked with him. 

2 7When two years had passed, Felix 
was succeeded by Porcius Festus. Since 
Felix wanted to grant a favor to the Jews, 
he left Paul in prison. 

Paul appeals to Caesar

25Three days after arriving in the 
province, Festus went up to Jeru-

salem from Caesarea. 2The chief priests 
and Jewish leaders presented their case 
against Paul. Appealing to him, 3they 
asked as a favor from Festus that he sum-
mon Paul to Jerusalem. They were plan-
ning to ambush and kill him along the 
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way. 4But Festus responded by keeping 
Paul in Caesarea, since he was to return 
there very soon himself. 5“Some of your 
leaders can come down with me,” he said. 
“If he’s done anything wrong, they can 
bring charges against him.” 

6He stayed with them for no more 
than eight or ten days, then went down to 
Caesarea. The following day he took his 
seat in the court and ordered that Paul be 
brought in. 7When he arrived, many Jews 
who had come down from Jerusalem 
surrounded him. They brought serious 
charges against him, but they couldn’t 
prove them. 8In his own defense, Paul 
said, “I’ve done nothing wrong against 
the Jewish Law, against the temple, or 
against Caesar.” 

9Festus, wanting to put the Jews in his 
debt, asked Paul, “Are you willing to go 
up to Jerusalem to stand trial before me 
concerning these things?” 

10Paul replied, “I’m standing before Cae-
sar’s court. I ought to be tried here. I have 
done nothing wrong to the Jews, as you 
well know. 11If I’m guilty and have done 
something that deserves death, then I 
won’t try to avoid death. But if there is 
nothing to their accusations against me, 
no one has the authority to hand me over 
to them. I appeal to Caesar!”

1 2After Festus conferred with his advi-
sors, he responded, “You have appealed 
to Caesar. To Caesar you will go.” 

King Agrippa informed about Paul
1 3After several days had passed, King 

Agrippa and Bernice arrived in Cae-
sarea to welcome Festus. 1 4Since they 
were staying there for many days, Fes-
tus discussed the case against Paul with 
the king. He said, “There is a man whom 
Felix left in prison. 1 5When I was in Je-
rusalem, the Jewish chief priests and 
elders brought charges against him and 
requested a guilty verdict in his case. 1 6I 
told them it is contrary to Roman prac-
tice to hand someone over before they 
have faced their accusers and had op-
portunity to offer a defense against the 
charges. 1 7When they came here, I didn’t 

put them off. The very next day I took 
my seat in the court and ordered that 
the man be brought before me. 1 8When 
the accusers took the floor, they didn’t 
charge him with any of the crimes I had 
expected. 1 9Instead, they quibbled with 
him about their own religion and about 
some dead man named Jesus, who Paul 
claimed was alive. 2 0Since I had no idea 
how to investigate these matters, I asked 
if he would be willing to go to Jerusa-
lem to stand trial there on these issues. 
2 1However, Paul appealed that he be held 
in custody pending a decision from His 
Majesty the emperor, so I ordered that he 
be held until I could send him to Caesar.”

2 2Agrippa said to Festus, “I want to 
hear the man myself.” 

“Tomorrow,” Festus replied, “you will 
hear him.” 

23The next day Agrippa and Bernice 
came with great fanfare. They entered 
the auditorium with the military com-
manders and the city’s most prominent 
men. Festus then ordered that Paul be 
brought in. 24Festus said, “King Agrippa 
and everyone present with us: You see 
this man! The entire Jewish commu-
nity, both here and in Jerusalem, has 
appealed to me concerning him. They’ve 
been calling for his immediate death. 
25I’ve found that he has done nothing de-
serving death. When he appealed to His 
Majesty, I decided to send him to Rome. 
26I have nothing definite to write to our 
lord emperor. Therefore, I’ve brought 
him before all of you, and especially be-
fore you, King Agrippa, so that after this 
investigation, I might have something to 
write. 27After all, it would be foolish to 
send a prisoner without specifying the 
charges against him.”

Paul’s defense before Agrippa

26Agrippa said to Paul, “You may 
speak for yourself.” 

So Paul gestured with his hand and 
began his defense. 2“King Agrippa, I con-
sider myself especially fortunate that I 
stand before you today as I offer my de-
fense concerning all the accusations the 
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tOr goads

Jews have brought against me. 3This is 
because you understand well all the Jew-
ish customs and controversies. There-
fore, I ask you to listen to me patiently. 
4Every Jew knows the way of life I have 
followed since my youth because, from 
the beginning, I was among my people 
and in Jerusalem. 5They have known me 
for a long time. If they wanted to, they 
could testify that I followed the way of 
life set out by the most exacting group of 
our religion. I am a Pharisee. 6Today I am 
standing trial because of the hope in the 
promise God gave our ancestors. 7This 
is the promise our twelve tribes hope to 
receive as they earnestly worship night 
and day. The Jews are accusing me, King 
Agrippa, because of this hope! 8Why is it 
inconceivable to you that God raises the 
dead? 

9“I really thought that I ought to op-
pose the name of Jesus the Nazarene in 
every way possible. 1 0And that’s exactly 
what I did in Jerusalem. I locked up many 
of God’s holy people in prison under the 
authority of the chief priests. When 
they were condemned to death, I voted 
against them. 1 1In one synagogue after 
another—indeed, in all the synagogues—
I would often torture them, compelling 
them to slander God. My rage bordered 
on the hysterical as I pursued them, even 
to foreign cities. 

12“On one such journey, I was going 
to Damascus with the full authority of 
the chief priests. 13While on the road at 
midday, King Agrippa, I saw a light from 
heaven shining around me and my travel-
ing companions. That light was brighter 
than the sun. 14We all fell to the ground, 
and I heard a voice that said to me in 
Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you harass-
ing me? It’s hard for you to kick against a 
spear.’t 15Then I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 
The Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, whom you 
are harassing. 16Get up! Stand on your feet! 
I have appeared to you for this purpose: to 
appoint you as my servant and witness of 
what you have seen and what I will show 

you. 17I will rescue you from your own 
people and from the Gentiles. I am send-
ing you 18to open their eyes. Then they can 
turn from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to God, and receive for-
giveness of sins and a place among those 
who are made holy by faith in me.’ 

1 9“So, King Agrippa, I wasn’t disobedi-
ent to that heavenly vision. 2 0Instead, I 
proclaimed first to those in Damascus 
and Jerusalem, then to the whole region 
of Judea and to the Gentiles. My mes-
sage was that they should change their 
hearts and lives and turn to God, and that 
they should demonstrate this change in 
their behavior. 2 1Because of this, some 
Jews seized me in the temple and tried 
to murder me. 2 2God has helped me up to 
this very day. Therefore, I stand here and 
bear witness to the lowly and the great. 
I’m saying nothing more than what the 
Prophets and Moses declared would hap-
pen: 2 3that the Christ would suffer and 
that, as the first to rise from the dead, he 
would proclaim light both to my people 
and to the Gentiles.”

2 4At this point in Paul’s defense, Fes-
tus declared with a loud voice, “You’ve 
lost your mind, Paul! Too much learning 
is driving you mad!” 

2 5But Paul replied, “I’m not mad, most 
honorable Festus! I’m speaking what is 
sound and true. 2 6King Agrippa knows 
about these things, and I have been 
speaking openly to him. I’m certain that 
none of these things have escaped his 
attention. This didn’t happen secretly 
or in some out-of-the-way place. 2 7King 
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I 
know you do.”

2 8Agrippa said to Paul, “Are you trying 
to convince me that, in such a short time, 
you’ve made me a Christian?” 

2 9Paul responded, “Whether it is a 
short or a long time, I pray to God that not 
only you but also all who are listening to 
me today will become like me, except for 
these chains.” 

3 0The king stood up, as did the 
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uOr cohort (approximately six hundred soldiers)   vOr Fair Havens

governor, Bernice, and those sitt ing with 
them.    3 1    As they left , they were saying to 
each other, “This man is doing nothing 
that deserves death or imprisonment.” 

 3 2    Agrippa said to Festus, “This man 
could have been released if he hadn’t ap-
pealed to Caesar.” 

    Paul’s voyage to Rome   

   27  When it was determined that 
we were to sail to Italy, Paul and 

some other prisoners were placed in the 
custody of a centurion named Julius of 
the Imperial Company.   u       2    We boarded a 
ship from Adramytt ium that was about 
to sail for ports along the coast of the 
province of Asia. So we put out to sea. 
Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thes-
salonica, came with us.    3    The next day 
we landed in Sidon. Julius treated Paul 
kindly and permitt ed him to go to some 
friends so they could take care of him. 
   4    From there we sailed off . We passed 
Cyprus, using the island to shelter us 
from the headwinds.    5    We sailed across 
the open sea off  the coast of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, and landed in Myra in Lycia. 
   6    There the centurion found an Alexan-
drian ship headed for Italy and put us on 
board.    7    Aft er many days of slow and dif-
fi cult sailing, we arrived off  the coast of 
Cnidus. The wind wouldn’t allow us to go 
farther, so we sailed under the shelter of 
Crete off  Salmone.    8    We sailed along the 
coast only with diffi  culty until we came 
to a place called Good Harbors,   v    near the 
city of Lasea. 

     9    Much time had been lost, and the voy-
age was now dangerous since the Day of 
Reconciliation had already passed. Paul 
warned them,    1 0    “Men, I see that our voy-
age will suff er damage and great loss, 
not only for the cargo and ship but also 
for our lives.”    1 1    But the centurion was 
persuaded more by the ship’s pilot and 
captain than by Paul’s advice.    1 2    Since the 
harbor was unsuitable for spending the 
winter, the majority supported a plan to 
put out to sea from there. They thought 

they might reach Phoenix in Crete and 
spend the winter in its harbor, which 
faced southwest and northwest. 

 1 3    When a gentle south wind began to 
blow, they thought they could carry out 
their plan. They pulled up anchor and 
sailed closely along the coast of Crete. 
 1 4    Before long, a hurricane-strength wind 
known as a northeaster swept down 
from Crete.    1 5    The ship was caught in the 
storm and couldn’t be turned into the 
wind. So we gave in to it, and it carried us 
along.    1 6    Aft er sailing under the shelter 
of an island called Cauda, we were able 
to control the lifeboat only with diffi  -
culty.    1 7    They brought the lifeboat aboard, 
then began to wrap the ship with cables 
to hold it together. Fearing they might 
run aground on the sandbars of the Gulf 
of Syrtis, they lowered the anchor and 
let the ship be carried along.    1 8    We were 
so batt ered by the violent storm that 
the next day the men began throwing 
cargo overboard.    1 9    On the third day, they 
picked up the ship’s gear and hurled it 
into the sea.    2 0    When neither the sun nor 
the moon appeared for many days and 
the raging storm continued to pound 
us, all hope of our being saved from this 
peril faded. 

     2 1    For a long time no one had eaten. 
Paul stood up among them and said, 
“Men, you should have complied with my 
instructions not to sail from Crete. Then 
we would have avoided this damage and 
loss.    2 2    Now I urge you to be encouraged. 
Not one of your lives will be lost, though 

Kindness Remembered   Acts 27:3
Julius was a Roman soldier who treated 
Paul kindly. Before they boarded the 
ship, he allowed Paul to spend time with 
his friends. Julius the centurion, who led 
a group of one hundred soldiers, is re-
membered for his kindness to Paul.   

ROUTES
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we will lose the ship. 2 3Last night an 
angel from the God to whom I belong and 
whom I worship stood beside me. 2 4The 
angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul! You 
must stand before Caesar! Indeed, God 
has also graciously given you everyone 
sailing with you.’ 2 5Be encouraged, men! 
I have faith in God that it will be exactly 
as he told me. 2 6However, we must run 
aground on some island.”

2 7On the fourteenth night, we were 
being carried across the Adriatic Sea. 
Around midnight the sailors began 
to suspect that land was near. 2 8They 
dropped a weighted line to take sound-
ings and found the water to be about 
one hundred twenty feet deep. After 
proceeding a little farther, we took 
soundings again and found the water to 
be about ninety feet deep. 2 9Afraid that 
we might run aground somewhere on 
the rocks, they hurled out four anchors 
from the stern and began to pray for 
daylight. 3 0The sailors tried to abandon 
the ship by lowering the lifeboat into the 
sea, pretending they were going to lower 
anchors from the bow. 3 1Paul said to the 
centurion and his soldiers, “Unless they 
stay in the ship, you can’t be saved from 
peril.” 3 2The soldiers then cut the ropes 
to the lifeboat and let it drift away. 

3 3Just before daybreak, Paul urged ev-
eryone to eat. He said, “This is the four-
teenth day you’ve lived in suspense, and 
you’ve not had even a bite to eat. 3 4I urge 
you to take some food. Your health de-
pends on it. None of you will lose a single 
hair from his head.” 3 5After he said these 
things, he took bread, gave thanks to God 
in front of them all, then broke it and 
began to eat. 3 6Everyone was encouraged 
and took some food. (3 7In all, there were 
two hundred seventy-six of us on the 
ship.) 3 8When they had eaten as much as 
they wanted, they lightened the ship by 
throwing the grain into the sea. 

3 9In the morning light they saw a bay 
with a sandy beach. They didn’t know 
what land it was, but they thought they 
might possibly be able to run the ship 
aground. 4 0They cut the anchors loose 

and left them in the sea. At the same 
time, they untied the ropes that ran 
back to the rudders. They raised the 
foresail to catch the wind and made for 
the beach. 4 1But they struck a sandbar 
and the ship ran aground. The bow was 
stuck and wouldn’t move, and the stern 
was broken into pieces by the force of 
the waves. 4 2The soldiers decided to kill 
the prisoners to keep them from swim-
ming to shore and escaping. 4 3However, 
the centurion wanted to save Paul, so he 
stopped them from carrying out their 
plan. He ordered those who could swim 
to jump overboard first and head for 
land. 4 4He ordered the rest to grab hold 
of planks or debris from the ship. In this 
way, everyone reached land safely. 

On the Island of Malta

28After reaching land safely, we 
learned that the island was called 

Malta. 2The islanders showed us extraor-
dinary kindness. Because it was rainy 
and cold, they built a fire and welcomed 
all of us. 3Paul gathered a bunch of dry 
sticks and put them on the fire. As he did, 
a poisonous snake, driven out by the heat, 
latched on to his hand. 4When the island-
ers saw the snake hanging from his hand, 
they said to each other, “This man must 
be a murderer! He was rescued from the 
sea, but the goddess Justice hasn’t let him 
live!” 5Paul shook the snake into the fire 
and suffered no harm. 6They expected 
him to swell up with fever or suddenly 
drop dead. After waiting a long time and 
seeing nothing unusual happen to him, 
they changed their minds and began to 
claim that he was a god. 

7Publius, the island’s most prominent 
person, owned a large estate in that area. 
He welcomed us warmly into his home as 
his guests for three days. 8Publius’ father 
was bedridden, sick with a fever and dys-
entery. Paul went to see him and prayed. 
He placed his hand on him and healed 
him. 9Once this happened, the rest of the 
sick on the island came to him and were 
healed. 1 0They honored us in many ways. 
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When we were gett ing ready to sail again, 
they supplied us with what we needed. 

    Paul makes it to Rome   
 1 1    Aft er three months we put out to sea 

in a ship that had spent the winter at the 
island. It was an Alexandrian ship with 
carvings of the twin gods Castor and Pol-
lux as its fi gurehead.    1 2    We landed in Syra-
cuse where we stayed three days.    1 3    From 
there we sailed to Rhegium. Aft er one 
day a south wind came up, and we arrived 
on the second day in Puteoli.    1 4    There we 
found brothers and sisters who urged us 
to stay with them for a week. In this way 
we came to Rome.    1 5    When the brothers 
and sisters there heard about us, they 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and 
the Three Taverns to meet us. When Paul 
saw them, he gave thanks to God and was 
encouraged.    1 6    When we entered Rome, 
Paul was permitt ed to live by himself, 
with a soldier guarding him. 

    Paul meets Jewish leaders in Rome   
    1 7    Three days later, Paul called the Jew-

ish leaders together. When they gath-
ered, he said, “Brothers, although I have 
done nothing against our people or the 
customs of our ancestors, I’m a prisoner 
from Jerusalem. They handed me over to 

the Romans,    1 8    who intended to release 
me aft er they examined me, because 
they couldn’t fi nd any reason for putt ing 
me to death.    1 9    When the Jews objected, 
I was forced to appeal to Caesar. Don’t 
think I appealed to Caesar because I had 
any reason to bring charges against my 
nation.    2 0    This is why I asked to see you 
and speak with you: it’s because of the 
hope of Israel that I am bound with this 
chain.”

     2 1    They responded, “We haven’t re-
ceived any lett ers about you from Judea, 
nor have any of our brothers come and 
reported or said anything bad about you. 
   2 2    But we think it’s important to hear 
what you think, for we know that people 
everywhere are speaking against this 
faction.”

     23   On the day scheduled for this purpose, 
many people came to the place where he 
was staying. From morning until evening, 
he explained and testifi ed concerning 
God’s kingdom and tried to convince 
them about Jesus through appealing to 
the Law from Moses and the Prophets. 
   24   Some were persuaded by what he said, 
but others refused to believe.    25   They dis-
agreed with each other and were starting 
to leave when Paul made one more state-
ment: “The Holy Spirit spoke correctly 

REORIENTING
PAUL TRUSTS GOD   aCTS 28:1-10

Paul and his shipmates had a crazy journey on a boat across the Mediterranean Sea (Acts 27). 
The trip took much longer than planned, and then they were caught in a storm that almost 
drowned them. Eventually they found land. They were confused and didn’t know where they 
were. When the sun fi nally came up, they were on an island called Malta. When Paul built a fi re, 
a poisonous snake bit his hand, but he threw it off . When the people realized that he was un-
harmed, they—again—thought Paul was a god. Paul stayed on the island for three months and 
healed many sick people.

Being shipwrecked wasn’t in Paul’s original plan. The crew didn’t mean to land on Malta. But 
washing up on the island was an answer to prayer, even though Paul didn’t know at fi rst what 
was in store for him there. Ultimately, Paul was able to show the power of God by healing sick 
people. No matter what happens—even if things don’t follow our plans—God will use us to do 
God’s work wherever we fi nd ourselves.

When have you been frustrated by hard times in your life? Have you ever seen God take a bad 
situation and turn it into something good?
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wIsa 6:9-10   xCritical editions of the Gk New Testament do not include 28:29 after he said this, the Jews 
left, debating among themselves.

when he said to your ancestors through 
Isaiah the prophet, 
       2 6      Go to this people and say:  
     You will hear, to be sure, 

but never understand;  
     and you will certainly see but never 

recognize what you are seeing.  
      2 7      This people’s senses 

have become calloused,  
     and they’ve become hard of hearing,  
     and they’ve shut their eyes  

     so that they won’t see 
with their eyes  

      or hear with their ears  
     or understand with their minds,  
     and change their hearts and lives 

that I may heal them.    w   
      2 8    “Therefore, be certain of this: God’s 

salvation has been sent to the Gentiles. 
They will listen!”   x   

    Paul’s ministry in Rome   
    3 0    Paul lived in his own rented quarters 

for two full years and welcomed every-
one who came to see him.    3 1    Unhindered 
and with complete confi dence, he con-
tinued to preach God’s kingdom and to 
teach about the Lord Jesus Christ.      

Acts doesn’t tell us t he end to Paul’s 
story. People who study the Bible 
aren’t sure how long Paul stayed under 
house arrest in Rome. Many Christians 
believe Paul was killed in Rome.
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