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preface

Y ou’re not alone when you open a Bible. God is with you and so are the voices and influences 
of all with whom you’ve journeyed through life. Each person comes to the Bible from 
a particular life experience, which is often formed in a faith community and shaped 

continuously by relationships with family and friends. This lived experience also includes a 
personal identity based in gender. It’s almost too obvious to say that we’re not all the same as 
individuals or families or faith communities. Yet it might be liberating to admit that we are 
created by God, who intends this marvelous human diversity and delights in our distinctions. 
The CEB Women’s Bible affirms that the multiplicity of human voices, experiences, identities, 
and perspectives is a God-given gift.
 When you open a Bible, you see that a variety of voices have always been part of God’s good 
creation. As you engage with the biblical writings, it becomes clear that you are surrounded by 
a “great cloud of witnesses” who, in their own way and context, have encountered many of the 
same things you experience in life today. 
 By focusing on stories of women, named and unnamed, and by engaging the reflections and 
topical articles that accompany the sacred text of this Bible, we hope that you—both women 
and men—will find yourself in a new way. We hope that you’ll find yourself in the Bible, in the 
ongoing story of God’s love and grace today, in a way that deepens your relationship with God, 
self, and others. 
 The CEB Women’s Bible invites us into a deeper conversation with scripture—to question, 
wrestle with, explore, and receive the words and witness of the biblical texts from wherever we 
are on our journey. This deeper conversation helps us discover our own voices as we listen to 
God’s voice. We anticipate that readers across genders will be inspired by this resource. As we 
notice women in scripture who had until now been invisible to us, we train our hearts to notice 
all of God’s people today. And as we seek guidance for our lives, examine our choices, and pour 
out our yearnings before God, this Bible invites us to ask what it means for us to be faithful in 
our time. 
 The translators of the Common English Bible include both women and men, but all eighty 
editors and commentators for the CEB Women’s Bible are women. We represent at least a 
dozen different denominations and faith communities. Nearly half of us are biblical scholars 
who train women and men for Christian ministry. We love the Bible, the details of the text, 
and its interpretation. Nearly half of us are pastors and church leaders who seek to equip our 
congregations with the knowledge and love of scripture. A few of us are novelists who tell 
stories about human experience, of life together in relationship and community. All are deeply 
committed to the power of God’s living word.
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The CEB Women’s Bible offers a number of useful elements for study and devotion: 

INTRODUCTIONS accompanying all the books of the Bible highlight major themes, provide 
background information about history and culture, and include issues in the book that may be 
of particular interest to women. 

REFLECTIONS are found throughout every biblical book—usually one reflection per 
chapter, but sometimes more. The reflections carefully and thoughtfully engage the reader 
with the text. These writings can be used in personal devotions, such as daily scripture reading 
and prayer. They can also be helpful in worship settings, when leaders and participants dive 
into the Bible. Small groups can also benefit from the reflections, and an appendix provides 
additional study questions designed for groups. 

SIDEBAR ARTICLES explore more than two hundred themes of particular relevance to 
women’s experience of scripture. Some are theological in nature, on topics such as the Holy Spirit, 
suffering, or worship. Others explore timeless social issues including aging, discrimination, 
immigrants, and reproduction. Still others examine our personal relationships, such as 
divorce, family, and friendship. All the topical articles invite us to thoughtfully consider the 
Bible’s relevance for our world today.

PORTRAITS include character sketches of over one hundred named and unnamed women 
in the Bible. These profiles range from powerful women, such as Esther, who inspire us to 
make a difference in the world, to overlooked women, such as Noah’s wife, often invisible but 
crucial to the larger story. Still other profiles invite us to see the story anew through the eyes 
of a central figure, such as Jephthah’s daughter or Mary Magdalene. Each profile encourages 
us to see both biblical and modern women with greater appreciation for their particular gifts 
and challenges of faith.

An appendix includes STUDY QUESTIONS on select biblical narratives. There’s also an 
INDEX of all the women in the Bible, named and unnamed. 

 Our aspiration is that the CEB Women’s Bible comes alive for you as a truly living word to 
change your heart and life. In the process, the Bible speaks to you, and you speak to the Bible. 
 If you always turn to the Bible for comfort, may you also discover bracing courage in these 
pages as you read of Esther or the unnamed midwives who defended Moses. If you are annoyed 
with the Bible’s patriarchy, may you find refreshing affirmation as you explore articles such as 
“Sisterhood,” “Leaving a Legacy,” and “Matriarchs.” If you find scripture spiritually nurturing 
but irrelevant to the trials of our world today, may you encounter remarkable resonance with 
issues of war and peace, money and leadership. And if you experience the Bible as interesting but 
inaccessible, may you be richly fed by its nurturing spirit; for our deepest longings around body 
image, calling, friendship, and fulfillment are not new. They are vividly alive in scripture. 
 The Bible is our story; it’s your story. There’s a part of that story that only you can tell. We invite 
you to add your voice—your thoughts, opinions, insights, prayers—to the voices of women who 
have spoken the good news throughout the centuries and who are helping the Bible speak today. In 
the pages of the Bible, we find that we are not alone. Indeed, we find our very selves in a new way.
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